
time treasuring and rejoicing in 

the good news that Jesus Christ 

the Savior has come into the 

world.  Like burning the Yule 
log, we donõt want to miss any 

part of it. 

 
I sincerely hope and pray this 

advent and Christmas is a 

joyous one for you; one that is 

filled with peace and love and 

expectation of the Messiah 

coming again. 
 

Roy  

The Rev. Dr. Roy A. Martin, Jr. 

Advent has arrived.  Now, I 

donõt know about you but 

Advent has always posed a 

problem for me.  You see, I am 

well aware that Advent is the 

season of expectation leading up 

to the birth of Christ and 

pointing us toward Christ 

coming again.  And I know that 

Advent is the time we 
emphasize the themes of love 

and hope and joy and peace.  I 

know all of that.  But I also 

know that it is much easier to 

think about Advent in terms of 

how many shopping days there 

are before Christmas.  And it is 

a great deal easier to conjure up 

images of Bing Crosby dreaming 

of a white Christmas.  We think 

about getting out the Christmas 

cards, the relatives we havenõt 

seen since last year, and the 

increase in traffic. 
Fortunately, each year 

provides us with another 

opportunity to set our hearts 

and minds to thoughts about 

the true meaning of this joyous 

season.  And one way of doing 

that is in the tradition of burning 

a Yule log.  Have you ever 

participated in that tradition?  

Itõs important to burn the entire 

log to the very last ash because 

it reminds us that we should 

take hold of the entire meaning 

and message of Christmas to 

the very last moment. 

 
Christmas and the season of 

Advent that precedes it would 

have no real and lasting meaning 

at all if we did not spend this 

Advent Has Arrived  

Presbytery Staff & Office News 

The offices of the Presbytery of 

Shenandoah will be closed for 

the Christmas Holiday from 

Friday, December 16 through 

Sunday, January 1. We will 

reopen on Monday, January 2 at 

8:30 am.  

 

The shenpres@shenpres.org 

email address will be checked 
often, so if there is an urgent 

prayer request or important 

news announcement, we can 

get that out within a day or so.  

Our Transitional Presbyter, Roy 

Martin will be out of the office 

for the month of December. 

From December 6, he will be 

reachable by phone at 540-480-

0030, or email at 

presbyter@shenpres.org. 

Presbytery Staff is here for you  
 

 

Roy Martin, Transitional Presbyter 

Email ð presbyter@shenpres.org 
 

Kerry Foster, Stated Clerk 

Email ð statedclerk@shenpres.org  
  

Kim Stroupe, Admin. Assistant 

Email ð kims@shenpres.org 
  

Heather Carter, Funds Admin. 

Email ð bookkeeper@shenpres.org 
  

Donna Lanaghan, Communications  

Email ð shenpres@shenpres.org 
  

Larry Holsinger, Treasurer 
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ôourõ church.  Not a lot of 

difference from promoting growth 

of a country club or a civic 

club.  Mostly self-centered and 

self-serving.  Perhaps the best 

favor that can be done by those 

who believe that the church is 

called to stand for justice and 

righteousness is to help the 

church realize that true 
evangelism is submitting our 

individual and corporate lives to 

become channels through which 

God makes Godõs love real in 

othersõ lives, in ways others also 

respond to God and by which we 

Submitted by Mary Lou McMillin: 
 

Listening to John Vestõs excellent 

presentation at the Presbytery 

meeting, and participating in the 

ôbreak-outõ group, I was 

reminded of the following quote: 
 

A quote from CHURCH & 

SOCIETY ð General 

Assembly Issue 1988   
òA major action was this 

Assemblyõs upwards of $15 million 

for evangelism between 1990 and 

1995.  This observer believes we 

have not come to an understanding 
of evangelism.  Most of the talk 

was of numbers of members for 

deepen our commitments to 

God.  Basically our actions speak 

more definitely than our words 

do.  And those who respond may 

not even become members of 

Presbyterian churches but may 

well, nonetheless, become active 

participants in Godõs 

Kingdom.   There is a 

difference!  We are not called to 
be successful; we are called to be 

faithful to God.  Matthew 25 is a 

clear call to serving the needy and 

experiencing Christ.  Evangelism!ó 
 

Twenty-eight years later we 

still seem slow to learné 

Stated Meeting of Shenandoah Presbytery 
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November 1, 2016 at Opequon Presbyterian Church in Winchester, Virginia 

Brad Langdon, receiving 

òhonorably retiredó certificate 

from Moderator, Rev. John 

Opequon ladies supplied breakfast 

The Rev. Dr. John W. Vest,  

Visiting Assist. Prof. of Evangelism, 

Union Presbyterian Seminary  

Thanks to all who helped the Disaster Preparedness & Response Team collect 444 school kits, 

198 hygiene kits, and 12 flood buckets at the Presbytery meeting November 1st at Opequon 

Church.  The kits were immediately transported to the Church World Service warehouse in 

New Windsor, MD where they will be shipped to communities needing disaster relief.   
  

Peace and hope, 

Dave Thalman 

2017 Moderator of Presbytery, Kate Lewis 

Kate Lewis Brown, John Cushwa 



 

Page 3 Volume 1, Issue 3  

On November 1, 2016, the 

presbytery gathered at Opequon 

Presbyterian Church for our 172nd 

meeting.  The sanctuary was filled-at least 

by mainline, Protestant standards-which 

affords the Stated Clerk (and others) an 

interesting point of view.  It is the same 

point of view that Teaching Elders and 

others have on every Sunday-We can see 

you! 
I remember visiting Colonial 

Williamsburg and seeing the House of 

Burgesses, I noticed they met facing each 

other.  I wonder what our meetings 

would be like if we spoke facing each 

other, rather than in a sanctuary facing 

forward.  It would certainly change my 

point of view, for the vital function of 

recording words and actions is made 

easier when I can see how people are 

reacting to conversations and such. 
The drawback, of course, is I can see 

when folks are taken aback by things that 

happen.  In church, I am able to watch 

how different people react to the crying 

baby, and that is instructive.  Perhaps that 

is why I take time-based notes, or try to 

write down both names and statements 

in the course of the dialogues.  I want as 

much as possible to òfeel like I had been 

there.ó  Facing each other may end up 

being too much to ask of us. 
All of this is leading up to an article I 

was asked to contribute to the 

newsletter:  What did I òseeó on 

November 1, 2017? 
Two things come to mind, one I was 

fully in view of and the other I missed a 

portion of due to a phone call.  
First, as Stated Clerk, I was a part of 

the process of revising òthe policy.ó  You 

can fill in the name for it to suit your 

needs.  For myself, I found the document 

satisfactory as presented.  And yet, many 

did not.  Several came to microphones 

and tried to best as possible share their 

concerns.  Please know I heard your 

words, and quite often grasped your 

thoughts behind them.  This does not 

mean I agreed with your hoped-for-

outcome, but could have probably lived 

with most of them had presbytery voted 

to accept them.    
As Clerk, as the one who has been 

tied to each listening team, as the one 

òinstructoró to the LRTõs; as the one who 

had had asked folks to serve; as the one 

who is available for each LRT, each AC, 

each Clerk of Session, each congregation, 

each member of presbytery, each TE no 

matter which role the TE was holding, as 

liaison between committees, as a ògo-to-

person,ó I agree with all that was said in 

the meeting and with all that was in the 

revised policy.  It is not a perfect policy.  I 

am not sure we could honestly expect 

one, as it deals with concerns of mind and 

heart, soul and community.  It is a static 

appraisal of a fluid setting; at best, a 

Presbytery Meeting Breakout Group Discussions 

The View from the Clerkõs Chair 

The Committee on Congregational Redevelopment (CCR) was honored to present, Dr. John Vest, Visiting Professor of 

Evangelism at Union Presbyterian Seminary in Richmond, as our guest speaker at the November meeting. We heard how the 

church of today can be mobilized for outreach, mission, and evangelism and we shared discussion within five church size groups. 

We thank the Committee on New Congregational Development (CNCD) for collaborating with us in facilitating the groups. We 

anticipate similar collaboration with CNCD in February when guest speaker, Vera White from the PCUSAõs New Worshiping 

Communities, will be with us.  



The Clerkõs Chair 
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roadmap, at worst, a last ditch effort to 

preserve something. 
Here is what I have learned from my 

journey with the òpolicies.ó  It comes 

down to the people in the field, the boots 

on the ground, to make it work.  The 

policy is one tool in the tool box.  If you 
could speak with my father about his son 

and his ability to use tools, he would show 

you to a drawer full of 

screwdrivers.  Some are truly 

screwdrivers, some have become chisels, 

some pry bars.  It seemed I had limited 

tools often, so had to make do with what I 

had.  Many of those screwdrivers had 

been re-tooled to fit new needs; others 

were there as a reminder that actually 

having the right tool is the best way 

forward.  The point is that they all were 

good tools; it came down to the ability of 

the user to follow the rules, or creatively 

use the tool in a new way to accomplish a 

task, bearing in mind the tool might break 

if used too incorrectly. 
So, we passed a policy we hope we 

will never use.  Should the time come 

when it needs to be implemented, pay 

more attention to those using the tool 

rather than the tool itself.  You may find 

that people make a difference.  
The other part of the meeting I found 

vital was the time that John Vest spoke.  In 

many ways, John was lifting up òpolicy,ó 

but it was always encased in òpeople.ó  In 
the ones who would be using the 

òtools.ó  From my view from the side of 

the room, a bit too distant from the video 

screen to see things other than just 

circles, forced to listen more than maybe I 

was willing to do, I heard over and over 

again the simple message of ògo to where 

the people are.ó   
If his data is correct, we have chosen 

the path of least resistance.  Better to talk 

Christianity with people who still embrace 

the word òChristianó with its pristine and 

pure image.  It is too difficult to tell 

someone that you are a òChristianó when 

you know the images that come to their 

minds when you say òthe C-word.ó   
I think I would like to be a barbeque 

believer.  It would be cool that my 

sanctuary was a parking lot; my 

communion table a pick-up tailgate; my 

message centered not on òthe gameó but 

the people who came to watch the game; 

or not!  What if my vestibule turned out 

to be mobile, to be, oddly enough, 

centered around me?  Oops, maybe I am 

heading toward a golden calf 

moment!  Or, maybe, could I be heading 

towards an open door experience?   
Of course, there were a lot more 

actions and activities that were woven in 

and through the first Tuesday of 

November.  I am hopeful that many of you 

had other moments that meant something 

to you, be it the simple applause of having 

your new pastor introduced, or having 

your name read aloud in reference to 

joining a presbytery committee, to seeing 

a friend from the other end of the 

presbytery and having a few moments of 

welcome and catching up. 
And, just so you know how much fun 

it is to sit up front, next meeting, bring a 

chair and come and sit with Kim and me-it 

is a lot more fun than you might think! 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Kerry Foster 

Stated Clerk 

(Cont. from page 3) 

We are all 

called to be 

Godõs people 

and we will 

spend our 

entire lives 

trying to figure 

out just what 

this means. 

We do this 

together, as a 

community, 

seeking to discern the path we are each 

being urged to follow. Often we canõt see 

the path until we stop and look back at 

what God has done in and through us. In 

my first weekend at the University of 

Dubuque Theological Seminary we 

walked a labyrinth together and this idea 

took shape in my mind. As we journey 
through the labyrinth, we know where 

weõve been because weõve been there. 

We know where we are because we look 

down and see we are on the pathñ

between the lines. But, when we try to 

look ahead, before we get very far, the 

parallel lines converge and the path is 

obscured. We proceed forward, step-by-

step, trusting that the path will lead us 

through to the goal. 
 

Where Iõve been: Iõm a life-long 

Presbyterian and the son of a 

Presbyterian minister. I studied theatre at 

James Madison University; served in the 
Army; worked in the information 

technology industry for 32 years; and 

retired from Hewlett Packard in 2011 so I 

could begin my seminary studies. Along 

the way I married Alison Fain, an 

elementary school teacher from 

Louisville, KY, and together we recently 

celebrated our 35th wedding anniversary. 

We have lived in Martinsburg, WV for 28 

years where we raised our two children, 

Jessica and Dave. Along the way several 

members of Shenandoah Presbytery came 

alongside me to help discern Godõs claim 

on my life. I then attended Commissioned 

Lay Pastor training and have been walking 

this path as a pastor for eight years. 
 

Where I am: The congregation of the 

Piedmont Presbyterian Church and I will 

mark the beginning of our fifth year 

together on December 1st and I am in my 

final weeks of seminary. Along the way I 

have walked with many wonderful people 

in joyful times and in sorrow, in births, 

marriages, and deaths, and in sickness and 

recovery. I am continuing to learn and 

practice the variety of ways ministry is 

done, worship and preaching, teaching, 

pastoral care, missions, ecumenical 

relationships and collaboration, and 

spiritual disciplines. I have also studied 

and continue learning how to be a 

chaplain and how, together, we can be a 

missional church. 
 

Where Iõm going: With Godõs help I will 

graduate from seminary and complete the 

ordination requirements. Alison has 

retired from teaching and we are 

beginning the next great adventure of our 

lives together. Beyond this, the lines of 

our path converge and I do not know 

where the journey will take us. I will trust 

God each step on the way and walk this 

path as I am led. 

 Tom 

Tom Forbes, CRE, Piedmont Church       (SEE NEXT PAGE) 



 

Page 5 Volume 1, Issue 3  

Rev William Foote and Judge James 

Armstrong (an elder from Romney) 

organized Mt Hope (Keyser) and Mt 

Carbon (Piedmont) as a united 

congregation in 1854, with Rev. John 

Johnston from Belfast Ireland as the 

pastor. 

The first sermon at Piedmont was by 
Rev. Foote in September of that year.  

The first site of the church was at the 

top of Childõs Ave. (also called Kenny 

House Hill).  The church was a frame 

building with a stone basement that was 

used as the Sunday school Room.  With 

the coming of the B & O Railroad, the 

communities grew and so did the 

churches Under Mr. Johnston.  

Presbyterians living in Piedmont and 

Westernport petitioned Winchester 

Presbytery to organize a separate church.  

On November 29, 1856 the commission 

organized the church with 25 charter 

members.  The organization was 

completed the next day with the 

ordination of Dr. Walter Moore and 

William Patrick as the ruling elders. 
After the destruction caused by the 

Civil War, the church had to be 

reorganized.  On March 12, 1868, with a 

roll of 25 members, the church ordained 

Ezra Fredlock and William A Thresher as 

elders.  This was under the pastorate of 

Rev Edward Martin. 
The cornerstone of the present 

Church on Ashfield Street was laid in 

1883, and the building was completed in 

1888. 
A house on Paxton Street was 

purchased in 1926 to be used as Sunday 

School Rooms.  It was used until 1956.  

The congregation pledged funds to build 

a new educational building and it was 

completed in 1957.  During the time of 

construction, Sunday School classes were 

held just down the street in the Majestic 

movie theater.  The dedication of the 

new building was April 14, 1957. 
When the loan for that building was 

paid in full, planning began for renovation 

of the sanctuary.  The newly remodeled 

sanctuary was dedicated on Dec. 1, 1961.   
In 1972, the officers of the church 

were united in a unicameral board.  This 

dissolved the office of deacon. The  

duties of the deaconate were assumed by 

the ruling elders. 
In 1978 the members of the church 

celebrated with a mortgage burning 

signifying that all loans for construction 

were paid in full. 
The mission of the Piedmont Church 

is to be a òbeacon of lightó presence in 

the local community, while participating 

in the worldwide ministry of Jesus Christ 

through the Presbyterian Church USA. 
Presently the church houses the Tri 

Towns food pantry and accepts 

donations of non-perishable food items, 

and financial gifts 

from our church 

members and 

others.  It is 

opened on 

Wednesdays for 

local people in 

need, and at other 

times when 

perishable items  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     

are available. 
Recently a large building that was just 

a couple of feet from the sunny side of 

the church was torn down and the lot 

was converted into a community garden.  

Several boxes were made available for 

those who would like to use them.  The 

food pantry makes good use of this new 

feature as do some of our members and 

folks from town. 
The kids from our Sunday School 

have asked for permission to plant an 

apple tree on the other side of the 

church.  We plan on doing that in the 

coming springtime. 

 

Piedmont Presbyterian Churchñour Church of the Month  

Lights of Love/ Christmas Concert: 
A fir tree is beautifully decorated in the 

churchyard.  Members and friends 
give donations to honor their loved 

ones by the lights on the tree.  During 

the concert a free-will offering was 

taken.  The "Lights of Love" concert is 

up on our website 

www.piedmontpresby.org if anyone 

would like to see it.  We collected 

$1920 for òToys for Joyó and òWarm 

the Childrenó. The church was full! 

 
The childrenõs Christmas Program will 

be presented during worship service on 

December 11.  This year it will be a 

traditional nativity scene, complete with 

shepherds and an Angel. 
 

Those of you who are not close 

enough to visit these events are 

welcome to 
View our website 

www.piedmontpresby.org to share this 

joyous time with us.  Our worship 

services are live streamed and archived 

on our webpage. 

http://www.piedmontpresby.org
http://www.piedmontpresby.org
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On November 1, Shenandoah 

Presbytery unanimously 

approved the Committee on 

Preparation for Ministryõs new 

Policy Packet for Liaison work.  

This outlines the 

responsibilities of the Session 

and Congregation in the 

process of preparing Inquirers 

and Candidates for ministry in 
the PC(USA).  If you have 

someone in your congregation 

who is sensing a call to the 

ministry of Teaching Elder, 

please become familiar with 

this policy and contact the 

Committee on Preparation for 

Ministry as early as possible.  

Thank you. 

 

CPM is pleased to announce 

that Candidate Tom Forbes, 

member of Bunker Hill church 
and serving as a CRE at the 

Piedmont church has been 

ôdetermined ready to receive a 

callõ and given permission to 

circulate his PIF. 

We invite you to hold all of our 

Inquirers/Candidates in your 

prayers as they continue to 

serve the church in myriad 

ways.  They are: Emily 

Peterson,  Molly Morris,  Tom 

Forbes, Jacob Kave, Gwen 

Carr. 
 

Mary Lou McMillin 

CPM Chair 

Report from Committee on Preparation for Ministry (CPM)  

Committee on Educational Resources (CER) 

congregation are important. 

Please help us to understand 

which of these your 

congregation considers its 

priorities ð the ones in which 

your congregation spends most 

of its time engaged.  

A Priority List has been sent 

out to all of the congregations 

via email and we ask 
your teaching elders, ruling 

elders and youth leaders and 

any other members of your 

congregation, who would be 

interested in being part of your 

response, to please fill it out 

and return it to our committee. 

We will evaluate the 

responses about the mission 

focuses of our Presbytery and 

where we may be of assistance 

in serving Christ in our 

communities and world.  
Many thanks! 

Punker Robertson, Chair, 

punkerrobbie@yahoo.com 

The Committee on 

Educational Resources is 

working on a brochure about 

the programs that we are 

offering to the congregations 

in the Presbytery. It will be 

available soon!  Please contact 

us when you have a particular 

educational or resource need 

that we may be able to help 

you with.  

We recognize that all 

ministries and missions of a 

 

The Committee on Pastoral 

Transition has had a full and 

active year. Since January, we 

have helped 19 congregations 

receive pastors (installed, 

interim, or other temporary 

pastoral relationships). We 

have trained 21 persons to 

serve as liaisons to 

congregational search 
committees. We have a host of 

CAT/Conversation consultants 

working with congregations 

(see Carl Howardõs Holy Cow 

article). Weõve met monthly, 

prayed always, and worked 

countless volunteer hours 

outside of our monthly 5-6 

hour meetings so that we are 

effective servants for our 

congregations in transition. 
CPT is grateful for the 

presbyteryõs partnership with 

us. Our committee is 

resourced by Kim Stroupe, 

Kerry Foster, and Roy Martin. 

They bring expertise and 

insight into sometimes difficult 

situations.  
Finding consistent pastoral 

leadership is not easy, and yet 

being part of the process is so 

rewarding! Our constant goal is 

to find ways to be even more 

effective for the congregations 

in our care. To that end, the 

presbytery approved our policy 

on departing pastors at its 

November meeting. Two more 

policies will come before 

presbytery in February for the 

bodyõs vote: a policy on pulpit 

supplies (those who preach 

occasionally), and a policy on  

interim ministry in the 

Presbytery.  

Please keep CPT and its 

servant leaders in your prayers. 

We have many congregations 

that still need consistent 

pastoral leadership, and we 

have three Ruling Elder and/or 

general member vacancies on 

the committee. As always, if 

you are interested in learning 

more about this vital ministry 

in Shenandoah Presbytery, 

please contact me. 

 

Thank you! Lisa Wilson     

PastorLisaVA@aol.com 

 

Committee on Pastoral Transition (CPT) Report  
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helped 19 

congregations 

receive 

pastors...we 

have trained 21 

persons to serve 

as liaisons to 
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http://shenpres.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/CER-PriorityList-fill-in.pdf
mailto:punkerrobbie@yahoo.com

