
 

I have been a part of this presbytery for five years now and it feels like 

we are just getting started with some things. That’s because we have 

been living through an unprecedented pandemic that has changed us. We 

are now trying to figure out what to do next.  

 

Friends, I know there is much that concerns us, and we will continue to 

address those issues, but I am going to ask you to not forget to celebrate 

and give thanks. I have had the great joy in celebrating with some of our 

congregations recently – 25 years of a pastor’s ministry, 185 years of 

ministry for a congregation, the installations of two new pastors and the 

ordination of new pastors. There are other church ministry ministries 

happening this month of 200 and 235 years! And on top of it this is the month of Thanksgiving.  

 

During this month find things to give thanks for – every day not just on Thanksgiving Day. Make it a 

month of thanks and gratitude – at least one thing every day! For the beauty of the earth, for the blessing 

of being able to come together in person for our presbytery meeting at Massanetta Springs, for 

technology that allows us to stay connected to those who cannot meet in person. For festivals and flu 

shots, heat and light, baby giggles and you name it!  

 

With the greatest thanks going to the One who made us, sustains us and is with us always, Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit. 

 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 
 

 

   Bronwen 

A Message from our General Presbyter 

Presbytery Staff  
 

 

Bronwen Boswell,  

  General Presbyter & Stated Clerk 

Email – presbytersc@shenpres.org 
 

Nancy Meehan Yao,  

  Associate General Presbyter 

Email – assocgp@shenpres.org  
  

Kim Stroupe, Admin. Assistant 

Email – kims@shenpres.org 
  

Heather Carter, Funds Admin. 

Email – bookkeeper@shenpres.org 
  

Donna Lanaghan, Communications  

Email – shenpres@shenpres.org 
  

Larry Holsinger, Treasurer 

PRESBYTERY OF 

SHENANDOAH 

Inside this issue: 

Advent Lectionary 

Discussion 
 

2 

Ethiopian 

Partnership 

3 

Church News 4 

5 

Calendar Dates  8 

 Shenandoah Press 
November 2022 Volume 8, Issue 9 

Office Closed for Thanksgiving 
  

So the staff may celebrate Thanksgiving with their families,  

the offices of Shenandoah Presbytery will be closed on  

Wednesday, November 23 and Thursday, November 24.  

We will return on Monday November 28 at 8:30 am.  
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Associate General Presbyter—Nancy Meehan Yao 

These past months, I have shared with you a resource from the PC(USA), the 8 Habits of 

Evangelism. 

This resource highlights things we are already doing as church, but perhaps don’t think about as 

“evangelism:” practices of Worship, Generosity, Justice, Radical Welcome, celebrating the 

Sacraments, Teaching, Prayer, and Fellowship.  We become what we practice, Ray Jones writes: 

“These habits enable us to hear God’s voice over all the other voices calling to be heard. These 

habits provide the words of good news to which we bear witness and proclaim.  By the power of 

the Holy Spirit, these habits enable us to lay down our lives so that others may live.”  

We all, I think, can see that the old ways of “evangelism,” which were often based on “if we offer it, 

people will come,” no longer work.  The church exists in a different and ever-changing context.  And so the ways we do, and 

think, about evangelism, must adapt.  

But I want us to go back to the root of the word “evangelism,” which is, in Biblical Greek, euangelion.  

This word can be translated as “Good Message” or simply the Good News, the Good News of God’s love given to us in and 

through Jesus Christ.  Evangelism, then, is, at its heart, the sharing of the love of God that we have received, which we know, 

and in which we live.  As we come to Thanksgiving time, as we respond with Thanksgiving for God’s goodness and mercy and 

grace, let us share that Good News with others.  Let us embrace those habits of life which help us to proclaim God’s mercy 

and justice. 

Blessings- 

Rev. Dr. Nancy Meehan Yao, Associate General Presbyter 

Advent Lectionary Discussion Group 
  
This year, Advent begins Sunday November 27, and we will enter liturgical Year A, in which we 

focus on Matthew’s Gospel, a Gospel which includes the genealogy of Jesus, and ends with the 

Great Commission.   
 

On Wednesday evening, November 9, 6:30-8:30, via Zoom, we will review Matthew’s Gospel, 

and look specifically at the lectionary Advent texts, and also talk about worship and Scripture for 

Sunday, December 25.  A resource sheet will be sent to those registered. All are invited! 
 

To register, please go to: https://shenpres.breezechms.com/form/advent-discussion 

For any questions, please contact Rev. Dr. Nancy Meehan Yao, Associate General Presbyter at assocgp@shenpres.org  or 

904 806-5795.  

Oasis Report 
Rev. William Hobday Ramkey served in Shenandoah Presbytery many years, as Stated 

Clerk pro tem, and as minister to congregations.  One of the things Rev. Ramkey found 

of great value was relationships and fellowship with other pastoral leaders.  His family has graciously developed an 

endowment, used as the Oasis Project.  The Oasis Fund is specifically designed to allow pastoral leaders to take time for 

fellowship and fun.   
 

This fall, a group of pastors and spouses, 17 total, met at Massanetta Springs Camp and Conference Center.  Fellowship, fun, 

lunch,  dinner and good conversation were all enjoyed. Old friendships were renewed and deepened, and new ones were 

made. The next Oasis event is planned for the week immediately following Easter Sunday, in 2023, April 9.  

Look for more information in early 2023.  

https://shenpres.breezechms.com/form/advent-discussion
mailto:assocgp@shenpres.org
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Child care 
Presbytery has received requests to have child care available at our in-person Presbytery meetings. (2x per year)  We are 

looking for people who love children, and would be willing to provide child care at these meetings.  We hope to develop a 

“pool” of people who will do this.  Child Care staff will be paid $15/hour, with a usual time span of approximately 4 hours 

per meeting. Two staff will be required for each meeting, and individuals will need to be background checked through the 

Presbytery prior to the meeting, take a short Abuse Prevention training, and sign a document saying that you agree to abide 

by the Shenandoah Presbytery’s policies on Child and Youth Protection and Sexual Misconduct. 
 

To apply, please contact Rev. Dr. Nancy Meehan Yao at assocgp@shenpres.org, or 904 806-5795.  

Shenandoah Presbytery and Illubabor Bethel Synod 
Shenandoah Presbytery has been in relationship with our sisters and brothers in Christ in Illubabor Bethel Synod (IBS) in 

Ethiopia, since 1989.  IBS is a synod of the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus, a name which means “presence of 

Jesus.” Our Fellowship is based upon the New Testament concept of koinonia, that emphasizes relationships, rather than 

projects. Through these past 30+ years, the Presbytery and Illubabor Bethel Synod members have prayed with and for each 

other and visited in person many different times.  Along with visits to churches and congregations, a partnership of support 

for students at the Gore Home for Children, (iCARE, Illubabor Children’s Agape Response) and support for seminary 

students from Illubabor continue. ESL from Shenandoah Presbytery teams have gone to Ethiopia, as well as having visitors 

from IBS come here to Shenandoah, visiting with our congregations and people.  

 

While the past 2+ years of Covid have restricted travel, this year we have the 

opportunity to welcome Kes Amena Burayu, President of Illubabor Bethel Synod, 

to Shenandoah Presbytery in November.  Kes will bring greetings at our November 

15 Presbytery meeting, and will be visiting with congregations in Shenandoah 

Presbytery.  

 

To join in a Zoom conversation with Kes Amena, on Saturday, November 19, beginning at 9:30 am, please click here to 

register for this meeting, or go the Registrations page on our website (https://shenpres.org/registrations/). After registering, 

you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting. 

 

Stated Presbytery Meeting Nov 15 
  

The 195th Stated Meeting of Shenandoah Presbytery 

will be held in person on Tuesday, November 15, 2022, 

at 9:30 am at Massanetta Springs in Harrisonburg. 

There will be no Zoom meeting. 
  

Please mark your calendars and watch for the 

Handbook for the Meeting. Be sure all commissioners 

receive the information. 

mailto:assocgp@shenpres.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZItcu6urj8qG91M_RJX3LgBJ-NNdMZ9C-54
https://shenpres.org/registrations/
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Collierstown Annual Church Dinner Returns 
 
This year the Annual Church Dinner will be held on Saturday, November 5 following a two-year 

postponement due to concerns about the COVID-19 virus.  Meals will be served continuously 

from 11:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.  The day’s menu will feature country ham, fried oysters, and 

turkey with all the trimmings.  An array of home cooked vegetables will be offered that include 

sweet potatoes, mashed potatoes, and greens beans along with hot turkey gravy, coleslaw, 

applesauce, pickles, homemade bread, and beverages.  The finishing touch for this dining 

experience is the offering of an assortment of slices of homemade cakes for dessert.  The same 

meals will be available as take out dinners for those that cannot come to the church to dine.  A 

team of people will be assembling and packaging meals for pick up.  Take out dinners can be 

ordered by calling the church’s phone number (540-463-5918) and meals can be picked up 

beginning at 11:30 a.m.  

 
As a part of the day, patrons will want to visit the Bazaar that will be located in the “red building” on the church grounds.  The 

building will be filled with items for sale like homemade baked goods (breads, rolls, pies, cakes, cookies), jars of fresh soups, 

handcrafted items (woodwork, knitted and crocheted goods, holiday decorations), jewelry, apples, garden produce, and apple 

butter.  Proceeds from the Bazaar will be donated to the Fellowship of Christian Athletes of Rockbridge County and to Helping 

Hands, a food bank ministry of Fairfield Presbyterian Church.   

 
The Annual Church Dinner is sponsored by the Presbyterian Women but is a total church effort 

with CPC men, women, youth, and children working together. Proceeds from the dinner are 

used to fund mission projects locally and abroad.  

 
First begun in 1925, the Annual Church Dinner continues to be a day when the CPC family 

opens its doors and warmly welcomes the community, visitors from the area, and strangers who 

may be passing by. Since that first dinner changes have occurred, but oysters are still fried on 

the church kitchen’s woodstove and the menu is much the same.  More importantly, the dream 

of extending hospitality and showing care and concern for others is still the heart of the Annual 

Church Dinner event.  It is our experience at Collierstown Presbyterian Church that as we offer 

hospitality to our guests and each other, we are the ones that are richly blessed.  We invite all to 

join with us on November 5 and share in that blessing too. 

 

Deborah P. McCormick, PW Communications Coordinator  

preparing turkey dressing 

Louise Tardy  
making cole slaw dressing 

Loving Our Neighbors 
 

Waynesboro Second Presbyterian is partnering with Graham Memorial 

Presbyterian Church in Whitesburg, Kentucky to provide items needed as 

result of the flooding in that community and surrounding areas.  Rev. Beth 

McCrary, former pastor of Augusta Stone and Waynesboro Second, is our 

contact for this project. 
 

In August, members of Waynesboro Second, Smyrna and a friend of Pastor 

Beth donated dehumidifiers, wet/dry vacs, large fans, extension cords, 

cleaning supplies, gloves, buckets, waters, towel sets, hygiene items, air 

mattresses, livestock feed, and children’s items.   
 

In addition to clean up items, other needs were shared by volunteers in the community.  A local animal rescue program 

requested livestock feed. Many children lost everything. Two young ladies who operate a store in Whitesburg shared a request 

for children’s toys, books, and games.   
 

Members of Second Presbyterian have adopted a fifth grade Social Studies/Science class whose school was a total loss. The 

teacher provided a list of needed school supplies. Some of these items have been ordered and delivered. Other donated items 

will be delivered to the class the week of October 24.  
 

As the community rebuilds, the need for supplies and prayer continues.   
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Halltown Church Has New Purpose 
 

On Thursday, Jefferson County Community Ministries (JCCM), a faith-based 

non-profit organization based in Charles Town, WV, was gifted the Halltown 

Presbyterian Church property previously owned by Shenandoah Presbytery of 

the Presbyterian church. The property and church building will be used by 

JCCM to further assist people in need in the Jefferson County community. It 

will act as a temporary cold weather shelter to help serve JCCM’s clients and 

will be utilized in the interim period as JCCM works towards the completion 

of its “Neighbor Project”—a new Community Services Center to be built in 

Ranson, WV. 
 

“We’re so grateful to Shenandoah Presbytery for this kind donation which will 

impact the lives of so many people in our broader community,” said JCCM 

Executive Director, Keith Lowry. “The timing of this donation couldn’t be any better given the cold weather we’ve 

experienced lately. In the past, our cold weather shelter has always rotated from church to church, and people in need 

would be subject to the fluctuating schedule.” Lowry went on to state, “Now, we have a fixed location to offer these 

essential services. This will greatly help us in our efforts as we strive each day to improve and grow.” 
 

The property is comprised of a total land area of 0.74 acres. The building itself is a brick and wood framed church 

founded in 1960 with an inscribed date of 1900. The interior includes a sanctuary, offices, and restrooms. The property’s 

location on Halltown Road is convenient to Route 340 and the towns of Shepherdstown, Charles Town, Bolivar, and 

Harpers Ferry. JCCM will begin serving clients at this location on October 31, 2022. 

 

Thank you to Rev. John Bethard, Charles Town Presbyterian Church, for sharing this news 

Mt. Olive Church Event 
 

Our YARD SALE/CRAFT SHOW/BAKE SALE on October 15th, 2022 was successful as a fundraiser as well as a mission outreach 

for our church, Mt. Olive Presbyterian Church.  
 

Start time that morning 4:00 a.m. Ready to start the Pork BBQ, Kettle Soup, and get the breakfast 

menu ready. Sausage gravy, chip beef gravy, biscuits, scrambled eggs, tenderloin sandwiches, coffee, tea, 

water, and soda. We had a lot of people come through to eat breakfast and served it till lunch.  
 

Now it's lunch time and we are serving Pork BBQ sandwiches, Kettle Soup, 

Crackers, Hot Dogs, and drinks. During  all of this we have lots of tables set 

up selling items. Plus donated tables for the church and the baked sale items 

for the church.  
 

Time 1:00 p.m. and it's time to pack up and clean up what's left. A successful day for good fellowship, 

everyone helped too clean up and put everything back in place. I want to thank everyone for there help 

and a great day. 

 

 

Submitted by: 

Lois Howe, Mission Outreach Chair 

Mt. Olive Presbyterian Church  
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Hurricane Ian Response 

 

The Presbytery Disaster Preparedness and Response Team would like to remind you that we are moving toward the end 

of hurricane season, but the needs from Hurricane Ian are just beginning. Flood kits are one way you can help. The list 

of  items to include for a flood kit can be found on Church World Service website cswkits.org - under the assemble kit 

drop down. 
   

The Presbytery office move makes the drop off of kits at the Presbytery office not possible, but be reminded the kits can be 

taken to: CWS Weyers Cave / Church of the Brethren - DISASTER MINISTRIES BUILDING, 1453 Westview School Rd,  

Weyers Cave, VA 24486. 540-908-0423 By Text 
   

A second way to respond is by donating money. This is the absolute best way to have the needs of disaster victims met. 

Please be reminded that sending of clothes and material things creates a transportation, sorting and storage nightmare. It 

ends up diverting personnel who are needed elsewhere and is not very efficient. Also in the end a disposal problem, 

because getting a specific item to someone who needs it is nearly impossible. Also the money is spent whenever possible 

locally, helping local businesses get back on their feet.  
 

Remember, donate money first! 
 

The places you can donate are:  

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance-  https://pda.pcusa.org/ 

To support this response, designate gifts to DR000194 
 

By mail: 

Presbyterian Church (USA) 

P.O. Box 643700 

Pittsburgh, PA  15264-3700 
 

By telephone: 

Call (800) 728-7228 to give by credit card. 
 

Also you may donate to: 

American Red Cross-  www.redcross.org 

Church World Service-   www.cwsglobal.org 
 

Every little bit helps! 

 

 

Thank you, 

Russell Low 

Church Treasurers 
Please note:  

2023 acceptance forms are due on December 15, 2022  
                

In order to be included in the 2022 calendar year, church remittances are due in the office by 

Thursday, January 12, 2023. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Heather at bookkeeper@shenpres.org 

http://www.cwskits.org
https://pda.pcusa.org/
http://www.redcross.org/
http://www.cwsglobal.org
mailto:bookkeeper@shenpres.org
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Peacemaking Grants 
 

Did you know?  Shenandoah Presbytery uses a portion of funds received from congregations’ Special Offerings for the Peace 

and Global Witness to create a Peacemaking Grant. 
 

Peacemaking is a central declaration of the gospel. Through Jesus Christ, God restores our relationship and grants us the gift 

of grace. We experience God’s grace as peace. God’s peace restores, sustains, and heals. In response to this good news, 

Christians go into the world to proclaim and become part of God’s peace-giving as peacemakers. 
 

Peacemaking is our calling as Christians, today, as in every age. And the way we make peace, 

especially in a violent and conflict-ridden world, is not by eliminating all conflicts but by 

learning to address them through peaceful means; namely, through dialogue, education, and 

knowledge. 
 

The PC(USA) Commitment to Peacemaking suggests eight areas for peacemaking ministry: 

 Worship 

 Prayer and Bible Study 

 Peacemaking in Families and Congregations 

 Community Ministries 

 Study and Response to global issues 

 Global security 

 Making peace with the earth 

 Receiving the Peacemaking Offering - click here for more information and application.  

https://mywt5-files.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/81/2022/03/02103451/Peacemaking-Grant-Guidelines.pdf
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SHENANDOAH PRESBYTERY is a covenant body where:  

-CONGREGATIONS are empowered to be centers for mission  

-PEOPLE OF GOD are equipped to be Disciples of Christ in a challenging world  

-CHURCH LEADERS and members are nurtured and strengthened for service  

-OPEN COMMUNICATION and information are used constructively  

and creatively to keep us connected  
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Dates to Remember! 

November 2022 

  1 - CPT 10:00 am 

  5 - CMO 9:30 am 

  7 - CCVT 1:00 pm 

  8 - Staff Meeting 10:00 am  

  9 - CPM 10:00 am 

10 - CRM 9:30 am 

10 - CRE Oversight 4:00 pm 

17 - CER 9:30 am 

17 - CPA 1:30 pm 

17 - Shenandoah Press Deadline 

30 - Nominations 10:00 am 

 

 

 

Other Dates 

  5 - Boundary Training 1:00—3:30 pm 

  9 - Advent Discussion 6:30—8:30 pm 

10 - Pastors’ Meeting 12:00 pm 

10 - Boundary Training 6:30—9:00 pm 

15 - Stated Meeting of Presbytery 9:30 am  

 at Massanetta Springs, Stewart Hall 

19 - Discussion with Kes Amena 9:30 am 

23–24 - Office Closed for Thanksgiving 

29 - PW Bible Study 7:00 pm 

 

 

* Unless otherwise noted, all meetings  

   will be held via Zoom. 

http://www.shenpres.org
http://www.pcusa.org/

