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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
SPRING GATHERING 

 
Plans for our PW Spring Gathering are coming 
together.  Registration forms have been complet-
ed on-line and sent out, with the theme being 
from Colossians 3:12  “Therefore, as God’s cho-
sen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe your-
selves with compassion, kindness, humility, gen-
tleness and patience.” 
The date of the Gathering will be Saturday, April 
15, 2023  in the Wellford Room which adjoins the 
Main Dining Hall at Massanetta Springs and Con-
ference Center. 
Registration, exhibits and refreshments will begin 
at 8:30 a.m.  Meeting, worship, installation of of-
ficers and communion will be held from 9:45 a.m. 
until 12:30 p.m. Lunch will be served just a hop, 
skip and jump away at 12:30. 
      
My report is mainly a letter of gratitude for those 
of you who have been a practical and enormous 
help in planning this event, and that includes all 
of you, so give yourself a big pat on the back and 
a big hug. 
      
Some of the high-lights of our event will include 
having our own Synod Moderator Nancy Long 
here who is willing to do whatever we want her to 
do.  Clayton Rascoe will be here  to represent 
Massanetta Springs as Director as well as other 
important and interesting exhibit leaders.  Rev. 
Joel Thornton who is pastor of  Ivanhoe and War-
densville Presbyterian Churches in my area will 
be the Worship leader for the morning.   
It has been suggested that our Offering Recipient 
be the Rescue Mission in Martinsburg, WV  
which is building a  homeless shelter and also 
raising money for a warmer buffet used for the 
three meals they provide daily. 
Our own Ruth Williams  will be our piano player 
for the day and special music is still in the plan 
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ning stages.   
      
More specific details and information will be pro-
vided later.  
 
Faithfully submitted: 
Connie Wood, Co-Moderator 
 

Registration Info on Page 7 
Registration Form on Page 8 
 
 

News from  
Third Presbyterian, Staunton 

 
A family living across the road from the church 
suffered a fire.  We have purchased a gift card to 
help them in their need. 
We re donating snacks, water and other food 
items to the homeless people in the Waynesboro 
area for their use at the times they must be out of 
the night time shelter. 
We have a continuing clothing drive for students 
in Waynesboro whose parents are unable to pur-
chase needed shoes and clothing. 
 
The congregation was treated to the annual 
Souper Bowl on Sunday. 12

th
 after the service.  

Vegetable and Chicken Noodle Soup plus Hot 
Dogs with all the fixings,  a large variety of cook-
ies and drinks.   
Several members spent a day cleaning the sanc-
tuary.  A much needed task after this dreary win-
ter time. 
 
In Christ’s Service 
Darlene Mason 
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COLLIERSTOWN  
BEGINS NEW YEAR BY  

REACHING OUT TO OTHERS 

The Collierstown Church and its Presbyterian 
Women entered the new year by choosing to 
channel our message of the Gospel’s good news 
through outreach programs that focused on giv-
ing to meet the needs of others whether it be for 
food, shelter, financial assistance, emotional sup-
port during bereavement, or programing reaching 
out to children and their parents.  This path has 
been somewhat extraordinary as our church is in 
its second year without a fulltime minister, experi-
enced the resignation of its music director in ear-
ly fall, and has moved through the sudden resig-
nation of its interim pastor prior to the close of 
2022.  The congregation’s steadfast commitment 
to follow the Lord’s leading, the dedication of the 
church’s leadership, and the faithfulness of its 
members has enabled members to grow spiritu-
ally, attendance to increase, and new opportuni-
ties to become available. 
  
The Presbyterian Women on January 1

st
 began 

its annual “Blanket Sunday” campaign where the 
congregation partners with Church World Service 
to encourage the donation of monetary gifts to 
purchase blankets to be distributed by CWS to 
individuals and families in the United States and 
around the world.  This year’s goal was the pur-
chase of 130 blankets at a cost of $1300 to be 
raised in two weeks. Instead, $2350 was raised 
making it possible to purchase 235 blankets, a 
record breaker for CPC.  There were a large 
number of donors from the church membership, 
the community, and contributors from other com-
munity churches resulting in a true community of 
faith effort. 
  
The congregation’s attention then turned to its 
annual “Souper Bowl of Caring” food drive on 
February 11 from 11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.  This 
year’s theme. “Pack the Porch”, used the “railed 
porch area” at the front of the church as its col-
lection site.  Twenty volunteers served as the 
“Porch Pack” team accepting and packing a total 
of 700 lbs. of food items and $100 cash.  The 
food was donated to Helping Hands, a food min-
istry of Fairfield Presbyterian Church, and the 
cash donations were given to the Rockbridge Ar-
ea Relief Association (RARA).  Our donors and 
workers included members of the community’s 

churches as well as the CPC membership. 
  
On Saturday, March 4, a group of 25-30 men 
from the church and the community arrived at the 
church and assembled and installed a wooden 
play structure resembling Noah’s Ark with the ad-
dition of a slide and swings in the church’s new 
fenced playground.  It was a day of excitement, 
celebration, and breakfast food that followed! On 
Sunday, March 5 following the worship service 
the church’s children gave the play structure  
rave reviews while the adults gathered at the 
fence to watch, supervise, and enjoy fellowship.  
We pray this addition and location will become a 
place of ministry for the community as well as the 
church.  Many of the adults who helped build the 
structure were the community parents whose 
children are members of the church’s Pioneer 
Youth Club, attended CPC summer camps for 
children, and have been involved in children’s 
church activities and choirs.  
  
Since 2015, Collierstown Presbyterian Church 
has joined with the other five community church-
es under the direction of the Collierstown United 
Methodist Charge to purchase the food stuffs re-
quired to host a meal packing day for RISE 
AGAINST HUNGER (formerly STOP HUNGER 
NOW).   In 2022 the “packing day” was held on 
June 4 at the Effinger Volunteer Fire Department 
with 10,152 meals packaged for distribution and 
an additional $2274 was raised for food to be 
purchased and distributed in the Ukraine. The 
Collierstown Presbyterian congregation designat-
ed a weekly four cents a meal offering be taken 
each Sunday in March 2023 and that giving initi-
ative has begun.   The funds raised will be set 
aside for the food supply purchases that will be 
needed for the next packing event that will be 
held in June 2024. 
  
Our 2023 CPC Outreach has also worked 
through the Church’s “Back Yard Missions” com-
mittee to help members make home improve-
ments, secure firewood, and  clean yards or 
properties by providing manpower, equipment, 
and resources.  This has been essential for fami-
lies experiencing illness or the death of family 
members.  Presbyterian Women have come 
along side these same families supplying meals 
during illness or at celebration of life services and 
then to the families themselves before and after 
the loss of loved ones. 
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We continue to look to God trusting Him to lead 
our church family in the way we should go as a 
congregation and as Presbyterian Women.  We 
believe the greatest witness to His goodness and 
grace takes place when others see us serving 
Him and ministering to others in His Name.  We 
are moving into spring with hope and a desire to 
be fruitful witnesses for Christ! 
 
Submitted by:   
Debbie McCormick, PW Communications Coordi-
nator 
 

 
 
   Quinlyn Smith in Playground 

 



 

PW Sunrise    March 2023                                                                                                                                                                     4 

MASSANUTTEN PC SHARES 
 
Massanutten Presbyterian women continue to 
enjoy the lessons on Celebrating Sabbath. Three 
circles meet monthly and have finally weathered 
the Covid restrictions - it is so good to get togeth-
er again in person. In December PW led a "Santa 
Bag" collection effort for the Salvation Army, and 
led a church-wide mission to make and distribute 
gift bags to church members who are not able to 
attend worship or other church functions. PW pro-
moted the Blanket Offering for Church World Ser-
vice in January, and many PW members have 
helped with providing meals for Open Doors, the 
area's low-barrier homeless shelter that was 
housed at our church for a week in February. In 
March, PW is planning a mission effort for Heifer 
International - the congregation will be invited to 
donate flocks of chickens. The annual PW Birth-
day celebration is planned for late Spring. The 
generosity and enthusiasm of Presbyterian Wom-
en make it a vital part of the congregation's life. 
 
SHARED BY CAROL LOWN 
 
 

PW AT SECOND  
PRESBYTERIAN IN STAUNTON  

 
During February,  Second's PW  has been col-
lecting  donations for the Church World Service 
Blanket Fund.  A heart is placed on the display 
blanket for each gift received.  Our blanket is fill-
ing up as donations this year have exceeded pre-
vious years. 
 
Second's PW Friendship Circle is continuing our 
Bible Study of Celebrating Sabbath!. Circle mem-
bers volunteer to lead devotions and the Bible 
lesson each month.  We regularly support the 
church financially as well as support shut-ins and 
those with special needs through our Fund for 
Others.   Since our February meeting was on Val-
entine's Day, some of the ladies gathered for 
lunch at a local restaurant following the meeting.   
 
Our congregation entered Lent with an evening 
Ash Wednesday service.  This was the first time 
in several years that we’ve had this service in 
person.  It was a very meaningful way to begin 
the Lenten season.  Our JuBELLation handbell 
choir graced us with several pieces on February 

26th during worship and they will play again on 
Palm Sunday.  We are delighted to see our 
nursery filling up with children for our worship 
time each week.  We have been experiencing 8-
14 children for the weekly Children’s Sermon. 
The children presented a beautiful Christmas play 
in December and are working on another play to 
celebrate Easter.  Second Pres. is also planning 
a Palm Sunday luncheon, at the church, immedi-
ately following worship on April 2

ND
. 

                                                                                                                             
Mary Rainey, PW Moderator 
 
 

Mossy Creek Presbyterian Church 
 
We no longer have officers of PW but we help 
with any needs that arise during the year.  
 
Once again we were able to hold our Harvest 
Sale where we made apple butter to sell along 
with lots of craft items made by our members and 
friends of the church. 
 
We have a chrismon tree in our sanctuary. The 
chrismons were made by women of the church.   
 
Christmas breakfast Sunday before Christmas.  
 
Pancake dinner Shrove Tuesday, Ash Wednes-
day service. 
 
Two active circles and we financially support our 
local fire and rescue, local food pantry, filled food 
boxes at Christmas for food pantry families, birth-
day and thanksgiving offerings for PW.  
 
Have started Sunday school again.  
 
Shared by Patricia Wichael 
 
From our Youth Group, led by Sarah Wichael 
The youth group at Mossy Creek Presbyterian 
Church remain very active, mixing fun with ser-
vice. A few highlights from the past year's activi-
ties have included: 
 
"Sunshine Boxes": special goodie boxes mailed 
to any student enrolled in college or grad school 
Holiday gift shopping for area children in need, in 
partnership with the Community Services Board 
Participation in the NRMA's Vacation Bible 

 



 

PW Sunrise    March 2023                                                                                                                                                                     5 

School. 
 
Participation in MCPC's Harvest Sale, running 
the drink station  
 
Valentine's Day cards mailed to shut-ins 
Produced a Christmas play for the congregation, 
written by one of our youth! 
 
Patricia Wichael 
A cat purring on your lap is more healing than 
any drug in the world, as the vibrations you are 
receiving are of pure love and contentment.” — 
St. Francis of Assisi (Italian Catholic friar)PW AT 
MOSSY CREEK 
 
 

Denominational Beliefs on  
Abortion and the Overturning of 

Roe v. Wade 
June 24, 2022 
 
On June 24, 2022, the U.S. Supreme Court has 
overturned Roe v. Wade, which confirmed a 
pregnant person’s constitutional right to choose 
whether to terminate during the early months of 
their pregnancy. The overturning of Roe v. Wade 
will have drastic negative impacts on individuals 
around the nation, with the greatest burden falling 
on low-income communities of color. While this 
decision does not make abortion illegal, it re-
moves constitutional protection giving states the 
ability to issue bans. 
 
This Supreme Court decision also runs counter to 
denominational beliefs. The 182nd General As-
sembly (1970) said, “the artificial or induced ter-
mination of a pregnancy is a matter of careful 
ethical decision of the patient … and therefore 
should not be restricted by law.” The 220th Gen-
eral Assembly (2012) affirmed, “no law should 
sanction any action intended to harm or harass 
those persons contemplating or deciding to have 
an abortion.” The PC(USA) constitution says 
“God alone is Lord of the conscience” and that 
God has endowed all humans with the moral 
agency to make choices. This is no less true for 
those making decisions about whether and when 
to have children. 
We urge Presbyterians everywhere to affirm our 
denominational stance and tell the Biden admin-
istration to prioritize a reproductive justice. 

The West Virginia Institute for  
Spirituality  

Learning to Listen to God’s Call  
A 12-week Group Spiritual Direction  
Program via Zoom  
 
What is God calling me to? How might I recog-
nize the voice of God? Elizabeth Liebert’s im-
mensely practical book, The Way of Discern-
ment: Spiritual Practices for Decision Making, of-
fers a variety of ways to fine-tune our ability to 
hear God’s invitations. Using a prayerful process 
of study and sharing, participants will learn about 
and practice the approaches to listening that 
Liebert outlines.  
Each person may bring a personal decision or 
question to be “discerned,” but that is not neces-
sary. Everyone will learn new ways to recognize 
God in their daily life. The heart of this program 
might, in fact, more rightly be called a retreat – a 
dedicated time of meeting God through a variety 
of spiritual practices and shared listening.  
.  
Over the course of 12 weeks, we will learn about 
and, more importantly, experience together the 
many ways that God calls to each one of us 
through memory, reason, emotions, bodily sensa-
tion, imagination, and community. Each hour-long 
session will focus on our response to a chapter of 
the book. Seven spiritual directors from WVIS 
have joined together to lead the weekly sharing.  
 
When: Tuesdays February 21 through May 9, 
2023, from 12:00 – 1:00 PM (EST)  
 
 Offering: The donation for this program is $50 
(plus the cost of the book which you must pur-
chase on your own).  
Registration: You can register for this program 
by emailing wvisreg@gmail.com. Please indi-
cate the title of this program in your email to en-
sure you are registered for the correct program. 
You will receive an email confirming your regis-
tration along with information on making your of-
fering by either credit card or check.  
Questions: For more information about the pro-
gram or with questions, please email Liz Deal at 
lizjdeal@gmail.com.  
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: Please register 
and purchase your book by February 14 so you 
will be ready for the first session.  
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Presbyterian Women Shenandoah Presbytery 
Treasurer’s Report November 6, 2022 – February 4, 2023 

 

FUND    Balance as of   Receipts  Disbursements  Balance as of 
    11/6/2022        2/4/2023 
 

Operating Fund  $5931.86  $239.00   $272.68   $5898.18 
Least    -0-   $150.64   $150.64   -0- 
Birthday Offering  -0-   $50.00   $50.00   -0- 
Thank Offering  -0-   $1918.07  $1918.07  -0- 
Mission Pledge/CW  -0-   $60.00   $60.00   -0- 
Mission Pledge/Synod  -0-   $110.00   $110.00   -0-  
Honorary Life Membership -0-   -0-   -0-   -0-  
 Misc/Sunnyside Links  -0-   -0-   -0-   -0- 
Misc/Living Waters/Other -0-   -0-   -0-   -0- 
Misc/Blankets   -0-   -0-   -0-   -0- 
TOTALS   $5931.86  $2527.71  $2561.39  $5898.18 
 

 

Operating Fund        Receipts  Disburse 
12/7/2022   Massanetta Springs 1st Deposit for 
    2023 Spring Gathering       $116.86 
1/18/2023   Franklin     $75.00 
    Mt. Horeb     $60.00    
1/29/2023   Massanetta Springs 2nd Deposit for 
    2023 Spring Gathering       $155.82 
1/30/2023   Mt. Horeb     $104.00 
TOTAL         $239.00   $272.68 
 

Least Coin         Receipts  Disburse 
11/13/2022   Bethesda     $40.27   $40.27 
    Woodstock     $18.42   $18.42 
1/18/2023   Bethel      $70.00   $70.00 
1/30/2023   New Providence    $21.95   $21.95 
TOTAL         $150.64   $150.64 

 

Birthday         Receipts  Disburse 
1/30/2023   New Providence    $50.00   $50.00 
Total          $50.00   $50.00 
  
Thank Offering        Receipts  Disburse 
12/7/2022   Shepherdstown     $595.00   $595.00 
    Ivanhoe      $50.00   $50.00 
    Beulah      $400.00   $400.00 
    Elkton      $92.00   $92.00 
1/18/2023   Franklin     $256.00   $256.00 
    Bethel      $81.07   $81.07 
1/30/2023   New Providence    $444.00   $444.00 
TOTAL         $1918.07  $1918.07 
 

Mission Pledge - Churchwide       Receipts  Disburse 
1/18/2023   Mt. Horeb     $60.00   $60.00 
TOTAL         $60.00   $60.00 
 

Mission Pledge - Synod       Receipts  Disburse 
12/7/2022   Ivanhoe      $50.00   $50.00 
1/18/2023   Mt. Horeb     $60.00   $60.00 
TOTAL         $110.00   $110.00 
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EXHIBITORS: 

• Massanetta Springs Camp &  Conference 
Center 

• Sunnyside Communities 

• First Step Virginia 

• LDA Creations/Silver Lake  Workshops 
 More to come 

 

Offering collected for the day will go to 
the Martinsburg Union Rescue Mis-
sion to support their building fund.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Therefore, as God's chosen people, 
holy and dearly loved, clothe your-
selves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and patience.” 
Colossians 3:12 
 

SHENANDOAH  
PRESBYTERY  

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN      
2023 SPRING GATHERING  

 

Saturday, April 15th 
Massanetta Springs 

 
 

8:30 a.m. 
Registration, Exhibits  

and Refreshments 
9:45 a.m. 

Meeting, worship,  
installation of officers,  

communion, and music 
12:30 p.m.  
Luncheon 

 

Clothe Yourself 

with a Holy Way 

of Life 

 

WORSHIP SPEAKER & COMMUNION:  
 
Rev. Joel Thornton 
 
The son of a Presbyterian minister and a 
public school educator, Rev. Thornton was 
born and raised in the mountains of south-
western Virginia. A graduate of Virginia 
Tech and Columbia Theological Seminary, 
he served as an interpreter for humanitarian 
missions to Ukraine and Romania before 
his ordination to the ministry. Rev. Thornton 
has been a PC(USA) minister for 25 years. 
He currently serves churches in Lost City 
and Wardensville, WV. 
 
 

 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC WILL BE PROVIDED! 
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COST: 
Registration fee: 
# of Adults _____   x $5.00 =  $________ 
 
Joining us for Lunch: 
Adult or youth 13+___ x $13.00= $_____ 
Youth ages 3 to 12 ___ x $8.00 = $_____ 
Under age 3 _______ FREE  
 
Childcare: (List # of Children and Ages) 
Number: _____   Ages:______________ 

TOTAL: $__________ 
 
Please send form with check made 
payable to Presbyterian Women no  
later than April 1, 2023 to: 
 

Karen Stevens 
Treasurer 
Shenandoah Presbyterian Women’s 
Coordinating Team 
251 Rosser Avenue 
Waynesboro, VA  22980 

 
Questions:  Contact Karen Stevens at  
540-430-1626,  
stevenskr2005@yahoo.com or  
Connie Wood @ 304-897-5469,  
farmwood@hardynet.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGISTRATION: 

 
 

Arrangement for Special Assistance: 
Golf cart shuttle will be available 

☐   Special needs (dietary, mobility)  

 

☐  Medical issues:  

 
 

Emergency contact & phone:  

 

Been to Spring Gathering before?    
 ☐ Yes    ☐ No 
 
 

Name:   

Address:   

    

Phone:   

Home 
Church:   
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