
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Many of you may have already heard that I am taking a leave of absence 

beginning in July to be the Acting Stated Clerk for the PCUSA for a year. 

This is a tremendous honor and will be a lot of hard work. Rev. Dr. J. 

Herbert Nelson felt the call to go elsewhere and so I will be filling his 

unexpired term.  A new Stated Clerk will be elected at the General 

Assembly next year in Salt Lake City. 
 

When I was approached to consider applying for the position it was a literal 

call, on the phone, that opened the possibility that my ministry over the 

years had prepared me for “such a time as this”.  And that call has been confirmed in a variety of ways 

since my saying yes to even considering the idea! 
 

One of the ways I know I can take this call is the wonderful staff of the presbytery and the folks sharing 

leadership. I told the Coordinating and Planning Council that my biggest fear in taking this call is that the 

presbytery will be so capable that you will say in a year you don’t need me back.  I have been assured 

that will not be the case. 
 

Howard and I will continue to live in Lexington; he remains the pastor at Buena Vista Presbyterian 

Church.  I will be in Louisville about ten days a month with some other occasional travel and then 

working remotely from home. (Though, I told the staff I may need to come in and use my presbytery 

office occasionally).  I will be periodically checking in with the staff, so I stay aware of the goings on while 

I’m away. 
 

The presbytery is in good hands.  Nancy, Kim, Heather and Donna are ready to help as always and will 

be able to send you to the appropriate folks who are taking over some of my work. We are blessed! 
 

Have a wonderful summer. I am grateful for your prayers. 
 

We can do this! 
 

Blessings,  
 

   Bronwen 
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Stated Presbytery Meeting 

August 22, 2023 
 

 

The 198th Stated Meeting of Shenandoah 

Presbytery will be held on Tuesday, August 

22, 2023, at 9:30 am via Zoom.  
 

Please mark your calendars and watch for 

registration information, along with the 

Handbook for the Meeting.  

Special points of 

interest: 

• Stewardship 

• Planning Calendars 

• Big Event 

• and more... 

 

mailto:presbytersc@shenpres.org
mailto:assocgp@shenpres.org
mailto:kims@shenpres.org
mailto:bookkeeper@shenpres.org
mailto:shenpres@shenpres.org
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Associate General Presbyter—Nancy Meehan Yao 

Summer is often a time when we relax, kick back, take some vacation, if possible…time spent on the 

porch, in a rocking chair, watching the fireflies at night in the back yard, or spending time at the 

beach, listening to the waves.  Often these are things we do every summer- going to the family 

cabin, or the beach house, having the family reunion. It is good to revisit, renew and rest. 
 

We know that there are seasons of busyness, and seasons of rest and reflection in our personal 

lives, and in the lives of our congregations. After three years of disruption, we might be ready for a 

rest…and perhaps retreat to the way things used to be. We know that rest and reflection are 

important. But if that was all we ever did, we would be stuck in a rut. 
 

It is important to try new things, to risk some things, to learn new ways of being the church.  Some of those things will work 

well.  Others will fail.   
 

What is important, I think, is to follow this cycle:  Action, reflection, action. 
 

That is, we try something (maybe something small, or easy, or low-risk, or maybe something that takes a bit more of a 

challenge).  And then we reflect- what worked?  What didn’t?  What were unexpected blessings from this?  Unexpected 

challenges?  Who was impacted by this, and who do we need to involve in future conversations? 
 

All of this is grounded in our conversations with God, with Scripture, and with each other as faith communities.  Jesus said 

“Come away with me. Let us go alone to a quiet place and rest for a while.” (Mark 6:31).  Immediately after getting away, 

Jesus and the disciples began to feed people. Our cycles of rest and action, of Sabbath and work, call us to dwell in God’s 

time, even as we are called to step out in newness of faith and action.  May your summer be blessed with rest, and with 

newness of life.   

 

Blessings 

Nancy 

Dear Shenandoah Presbytery- I am so thankful and appreciative of all your prayers and expressions of care for me, and my 

husband Jim, as I have gone through surgery.  You are all a blessing to me- Thank you!  
 

Blessings- Nancy 

Shenandoah Presbytery's Big Event this year will be on Saturday, September 9th, 2023 at Massanetta Springs Conference 

Center. Our conference theme is "Faithful Decisions in Difficult Times" as we consider Christians are called to join God's work 

in making all things new amidst 21st Century challenges. 
 

This year we are excited to welcome speakers Rev. Dr. Teri McDowell Ott, Editor/Publisher of the Presbyterian Outlook and 

author of the book Necessary Risks: Challenges Privileged People Need to Face, and Rev. Dr. Mark Douglas, Professor of Christian 

Ethics at Columbia Theological Seminary and  author of Modernity, The Environment, and the Christian Just War Tradition. They will 

be leading our discussions through worship, a keynote address, and afternoon breakout sessions which we hope will foster 

informal conversation between sessions, during lunch, and in each of our ministries and communities. 
 

Make sure to keep checking Presbytery communication for further details about the event and if you have any questions, please 

contact Tommy Carrico, chair of the Committee on Educational Resources.  

Big Event 
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Stewardship is in the Air 
 

As we look past summer, you can’t help but do this when you enter stores these days, towards fall 

and the new year we also start to think about budgets and how we will use our hard-earned 

money for good and to better our congregations. 
 

When we look at church budgets, it is not only important to cover the basic needs of paying our 

staff and running the church building, we must also look at how we can cover the outreach of the 

congregation. 
 

There will be a stewardship presentation during the August presbytery meeting, and you are 

encouraged to invite anyone in your church that is involved in, or interested in, the finance side of 

your church’s life, to attend. 
 

After the August presbytery meeting, the presbytery has invited the Presbyterian Foundation to present stewardship 

workshops to give small groups in different areas of the presbytery a chance to delve deeper into this exciting aspect of 

church life. 
 

Please join the churches of Shenandoah Presbytery in this discussion of stewardship - both at the August presbytery meeting 

and in small groups with the Presbyterian Foundation. These groups will be in person and are scheduled to happen August 23 

and 24 at times and locations to be determined. 
 

Great things will happen with stewardship in churches of the Shenandoah Presbytery! 

Bulk Book Orders Available Now 

Order - and Pay - Online  
 

It is time again for Bulk Book Orders!  

Order your 2024 Presbyterian Planning Calendars, Book of 

Confessions, and/or the 2023-2025 Book of Order.  
 

For your convenience, we now have ordering available on 

our website: https://shenpres.org/book-orders/. You may 

place your order and pay online, or mail a check to the 

presbytery post office box. If you would prefer, you may still 

use the order form (on page 8). 
 

We do not order many extra items like we used to, so order 

your Planning Calendars and Books through us and save 

money. The Planning Calendars at the PCUSA Store are 

$16.95. By buying in bulk, we can get them for $11.00!  
 

If you have any questions, contact Heather at bookkeeper@shenpres.org or 540-433-2556.   

The deadline for orders is July 26. Order now!  

https://shenpres.org/book-orders/
mailto:bookkeeper@shenpres.org
https://shenpres.org/book-orders/
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Smyrna Church Fathers Day Dinner 
Pictures from our Fathers Day Dinner and entertainment, great afternoon over 70 people,  

Rachel has helped bring our church alive!!!  

 

 

Mt. Olive Church -  

One Great Hour of Sharing 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing begins. We started 

this mission outreach March 22nd Ash 

Wednesday, and continued it through April 9th 

Easter Sunday. Envelopes were put in the pews, 

again the children and youth designed extra 

Envelopes for the Congregational donations. The fish boxes were 

given to the children to put together, color and take home for their donations.  
 

At the end of the donation collection, the children got to pour their coins in a bucket in 

front of the congregation. The donations each Sunday was counted and the last Sunday 

all the donations were tallied up. A total of $1000.00 was sent to 

the Presbytery to be used for the One Great Hour of Sharing. I 

personally  would like to  thank our church congregation. 
 

 

Summer events coming up: 

 Infants Baptism June 25th  

 VBS June 26th-June 30th "KEEPERS OF THE KINGDOM". 

 Communion July 16th, church family lunch, Session meeting. 

 Church picnic at Lilly Pavilion, July 20th. 
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Augusta Stone Missions 
 

  -In November 2022 we sponsored an Angel Tree for the Salvation Army and members donated items requested for Christmas 

gifts for children and families. This has been an annual event.  

   -We planned and hosted a Christmas music concert  for the community to benefit the Blue Ridge Area Food Bank the first 

week of December. This had been a longstanding event at our church and this was the first year we have done it since Covid. 

We had a record-breaking evening raising over $8,000.  

   -We set a goal to raise $2,000 to support the Baja Mission team. Our Pastor's wife, Candace, constructed a  model house and 

we add a window or a roof as we collect money, hoping to "build" a complete house.  We are supporting the team in a variety 

of ways. Our Pastor and his wife are going and we are paying their trip expenses. We had a chili cook-off contest and members 

voted for their favorite chili by donating money in that person's jar. This raised $585 and was a fun event everyone enjoyed. 

Our quilting group donated a quilt to raffle to raise funds for the trip. We are just about $300 short of our goal at this point.  

  -In April we reached out to the local elementary school, which is about a half mile from our church. We asked them how we 

could support them, and then collected items on their "wish list" of supplies, such as glue sticks, ziplocs, child's sweatpants, etc.  

  -In May we made 100 sandwiches and donated other food items for the RAM  free medical clinic  held at the Rockingham 

Fairgrounds. Two members volunteered for two days at that event.  

  -In June we made and served brunch one Saturday at the Valley Mission in Staunton.  

  -We have a quilting group, our "Sewing Circus" that meets on Tuesdays. They donate quilts to a variety of causes, and give 

them as gifts to graduates, new babies, etc.  They also sell some at our fall festival with the proceeds funding more mission 

projects. This May we donated 30 quilts to Church World Service in Harrisonburg to give to refugees. After the flood in 

eastern KY last year we sent a number of quilts to that area where our previous pastor is now serving, and she distributed them 

for us.  

  -We are in charge of planning our church fall festival in October where a portion of the  money collected goes to SACRA or 

another selected community service organization. That will be our next project.   

  - We also are the site for the Clymore Elementary School students that attend WRE. We provide our basement classroom 

area at no charge.  
 

So you see, we have a congregation that is dedicated to serving our community and our world. We have had terrific 

response from our membership when we present an opportunity to donate time or money. We are a small church with an 

average of about 40 members in church on a given Sunday, and mostly over 50 years old.  
 

I see potential benefits from working with other churches on projects, including other denominations in our communities.  That 

is one way in which I think the Presbytery could support us. It would be great to know what other churches are doing in our 

area so we could perhaps join them or have them join us in projects. This would help by having more manpower and by not 

duplicating efforts.  

 

Submitted by Lois Skeen, Augusta Stone Presbyterian Church  

Mail Theft at Covenant Church 
  

Over the past year, our church had mail stolen from our mailbox along the road on at least two occasions. 

Within a week of installing a locked mailbox, we found it smashed and the mail taken. A sturdier locked 

mailbox was left untouched, but we have now moved to a post office box to secure our mail.  
  

We learned that several churches in the Staunton area have had similar experiences. AARP magazine 

recently had an article identifying this troubling pattern nationwide. A few checks from our stolen mail were 

altered and cashed, and while in the end, the donors and church were made whole by the banks, it has been 

a long and winding road to get there.  
  

We share our experience in the hope that you may take steps to avoid these problems.  
  

Blessings! – Your Brothers and Sisters at Covenant Presbyterian Church 
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From Russell Low, Disaster Preparedness and Response Team 
 The Disaster Preparedness and Response Team would like to highlight 2 new kits that your church can assemble for 

Church World Services. They are the Welcome Backpacks and the Period Pack (Menstrual Hygiene Kit). 
 

The Welcome Kit is for newly arriving neighbors with the essentials to begin a new life here. The Period Pack 

supplies feminine hygiene care to those who lack access to these basic necessities.  
 

There is more information on assembly and shipping information for these kits as well as the Hygiene Kit, the School 

Kit and the Emergency Clean Up Buckets on the Church World Services website www.cwskits.org 
 

All kits may also be dropped off at:  

Church of the Brethren - DISASTER MINISTRIES BUILDING 

      1453 Westview School Rd  

      Weyers Cave, VA 24486 

      540-234-8555 

      Contact: Sarah Long, ahntsarah@hotmail.com 

When delivering kits, call or text 5 minutes before arriving (or when getting off the interstate) for someone to meet 

you at the garage building. 

Welcome Back Pack  

Here’s what you‘ll need: 

• Backpack - 17" 

• All-season blanket - 50" x 60" 

• Coloring book 

• Crayons - 24 pack 

• 2 pads of paper - 8.5" x 11" 

• 3 pens 

• 1 two-pocket folder 

• 5 fruit leather strips 

• 4 protein bars 

• 10 granola bars 

• 6 fruit & grain bars 

• 4 trail mix pouches - 1.75 oz 

• 1 reusable travel water bottle - 24 oz 

• 2 bottles hand sanitizer - 2 oz 

• 1 Chapstick 

• 10 hair ties 

• 1 small travel hairbrush 

• 4 toothpaste/toothbrush packs 

• 3 packs of tissues 

• 10 disposable masks 

• 1 travel deodorant 

• 10 tampons 

• 10 sanitary napkins 

• 1 pack of cleaning/baby wipes 

 

Assembly Tips 

• Place all items in the plastic bag, 

remove air, and seal. 

• All items must be new. 

• Do not enclose personal notes, 

money, or extra items in the kits. 

 

 

 

 

Period Pack (Menstrual Hygiene kit) 

Here's what you'll need: 

• One 1-gallon size resealable bag 

• Two 2oz bottle hand sanitizer 

• Three 4-gallon bathroom trash bags 

• One travel pack of Wet Ones 

• 5 regular Tampons 

• 5 super absorbency Tampons 

• 10 Pads (Unscented. Long super ultra-thin.) 

• Bath-size soap (3 oz. bar or larger. No Ivory or Jergens 

soap. Do not remove it from packaging.) 

• One pack of flushable wipes (Unscented. 42 count) 

• Six fragrance-free laundry sheets (placed in small, Ziploc 

bags) 

http://www.cwskits.org
mailto:ahntsarah@hotmail.com
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Homemade Bags for CWS School Kits Available 
 

We have bags!! We have bags!! 
 

Louise Tardy from Collierstown Church is always busy! We have almost 200 bags that she has sewn for our churches 

to use for the Church Word Service School Kits. CWS needs kits all through the year, but the school bags are 

especially welcome at the beginning of each school year. Take up a collection at your church for school supplies and 

then assemble them and box them up. For a list of items for the bags, and packing directions, click here.  
 

If you are interested in receiving some of these bags, please let Donna know at the presbytery office. She will arrange a 

way to get them to you. Send a note to shenpres@shenpres.org or call the office at 540-433-2556.  

Thank you for your gifts! 

 

Hedgesville Hope for the Hungry Celebration 
 

In the spring of 2020, just as the pandemic was erupting, many families in Hedgesville, WV were beginning to struggle 

with food insecurities.  Although there were some food ministries already helping, it was not enough.  So the folks at 

Hedgesville Presbyterian Church, with the help of Food Lion of Falling Waters, WV created a food ministry called 

Hope for the Hungry.  Fresh produce, meat, bakery items and canned goods were boxed up and handed out to 

hungry neighbors once a month, no questions asked.    
 

As the pandemic stretched on, more and more people came seeking food, and for some people, this was the first time 

in their lives they had to ask anybody for help. The church volunteers began to sense that those coming were hungry 

for more than just food.  So, they began offering prayers as well.  As people queued up, volunteers went from car to 

car to pray with every individual.  Some were reluctant to pray at first, but after a couple of months, people were 

coming with their prayer lists ready!   
 

In celebration of their growing ministry, HPC decided to host a celebration picnic.  On Saturday June 17, 2023, more 

than 35 people gathered at the church pavilion for a fried chicken lunch and a message of hope in Jesus Christ from 

Pastor Vanessa Smith. Some of the guests needed a bit of coaxing to come join the party, but soon a lively celebration 

was well underway.  When the meal was over, all the leftovers (and there were plenty) were boxed up for the guests 

to take home, but many stayed behind, enjoying the opportunity to share fellowship together.   
 

These are our brothers and sisters in Christ, whether they worship with us on Sunday mornings in the sanctuary, or 

Saturday mornings through a car window, or gathered at the table.  They are the church beyond the walls -- finding 

community and HOPE together as the Body of Christ.  

https://cwskits.org/assemble-kits/school-kits/
mailto:shenpres@shenpres.org
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https://shenpres.org/book-orders/
http://www.opequonchurch.org/
mailto:campusminister@pcusa-vt.edu
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Camp Hanover Accepting 

Applications for Internship 

Program 

Know a young adult interested in 

learning about camp and conference 

ministry? Encourage them to 

become a Camp Hanover MVP! 

MVP stands for mission, vocation, 

and practice. MVPs are paid interns 

who live and work at Camp 

Hanover in Mechanicsville, Virginia, 

for nine to twelve months while 

developing skills to help in their 

futures. Apply now for the 2023-

2024 year which begins in August. 

Learn more at 

www.camphanover.org/about/mvp/. 

http://www.camphanover.org/about/mvp/
http://www.camphanover.org/about/mvp/
https://massanettasprings.org/programs/bcmc
https://massanettasprings.org/programs/keep-awake


P. O. Box 1146 
Harrisonburg, VA 22803 

Phone: 540-433-2556 
E-mail: shenpres@shenpres.org 

SHENANDOAH PRESBYTERY is a covenant body where:  

-CONGREGATIONS are empowered to be centers for mission  

-PEOPLE OF GOD are equipped to be Disciples of Christ in a challenging world  

-CHURCH LEADERS and members are nurtured and strengthened for service  

-OPEN COMMUNICATION and information are used constructively  

and creatively to keep us connected  

PRESBYTERY OF 

SHENANDOAH 

 

ShenPres.org Dates to Remember! 

July 2023 

  1 - CMO 9:30 am 

  4 - Office Closed for Independence Day 

  6 - CPT 10:00 am 

13 - CRM 9:30 am 

13 - Pastors’ Meeting 12:00 pm 

20 - CER 10:00 am - Presbytery Office 

25 - CPC 10:00 am 

25 - CNCD 3:00 pm 

26 - Staff Meeting 10:00 am 

27 - Community Cup NWC 9:30 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Unless otherwise noted, all meetings  

   will be held via Zoom. 

August 2023 

  7 - CCVT 1:00 pm 

  8 - CNCD 3:00 pm 

  9 - CPM 10:00 am 

10 - CRM & CPT 9:30 am 

10 - Pastors’ Meeting 12:00 pm 

10 - CRE Oversight 4:00 pm 

16 - Staff Meeting 10:00 am 

17 - CER 9:00 am 

17 - CPA 1:30 pm in-person 

22 - Stated Meeting of Presbytery 9:30 am—Zoom 

24 - Shenandoah Press Deadline 

24 - Community Cup NWC 9:30 am 

24 - Pastors’ Meeting 12:00 pm 

26 - CMO 9:30 am 

30 - Nominations 10:00 am in-person 

 

http://www.shenpres.org
http://www.pcusa.org/

