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199th Stated Meeting  

of Shenandoah Presbytery  

November 4, 2023 
 

Opequon Presbyterian Church 

  217 Opequon Church Lane, 

Winchester, VA 22602 
Directions to Opequon Church 

 

 

Materials: 

Handbook 

Supplemental  

Breakout Session 

Office Closed for Thanksgiving 
  

So the staff may celebrate Thanksgiving with their families,  

the offices of Shenandoah Presbytery will be closed on  

Wednesday, November 22 and Thursday, November 23.  

We will return on Monday, November 27 at 8:30 am.  

mailto:presbytersc@shenpres.org
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https://shenpres.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/81/2023/10/Why_Presbyterians_Are_Like_That_College.pdf
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Associate General Presbyter—Nancy Meehan Yao 

Dear Friends, 
 

I write this to you from the middle of my sabbatical.  I had the blessing of being able to attend the 

Holy Shift! (you can imagine the jokes about that title!) conference at Montreat.  This conference 

was about the changes in ministry, ministry contexts, and the church that we all are experiencing.  I 

had the privilege of conversation with sisters and brothers in Christ from around the denomination, 

and the pleasure of spending some time with colleagues from Shenandoah Presbytery. 
 

I have also been able to take a family vacation, and have gone hiking in 2 separate (and separated) 

National Parks:  Acadia, in Maine, and our beautiful Shenandoah National Park.  Being outside in 

nature is one on the “thin places” in which I experience God, although in different conditions.  It was 82 degrees on the top of 

Cadillac Mountain in Maine - in October!  It was dense fog and cold the first night we were in Shenandoah.  The wind that 

night sounded like the ocean.  In the morning, we awoke to brilliant sunshine. 
 

The life of faith is like that, isn’t it, both for ourselves as individuals, and for our congregations. 
 

The way forward might give us unexpected surprises, might be clouded and foggy, maybe even stormy…and yet God’s grace 

is there, always, waiting to be revealed. 
 

As we celebrate Thanksgiving later this month, may our words reflect the profound thanks we have in our hearts for all of 

God’s goodness, mercy and grace. 

 

Nancy 

Mission Co-Worker, Doug Dicks—Update from Holy Land 
  

 
Doug Dicks, a member of Buckton 

Presbyterian Church, is a mission co-

worker serving as a PCUSA liaison to 

Israel, Palestine and Jordan.  
 

Click here for Doug’s latest update. 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
  

As violence escalates in and around Israel/Palestine, PDA is 

providing humanitarian assistance through partners on the ground and through ACT Alliance.  
 

PDA has approved solidarity grants and will continue supporting our partners providing humanitarian assistance. Our 

response efforts will encompass a wide array of vital humanitarian interventions, including but not limited to medical 

supplies, shelter, WASH (water, sanitation and hygiene), food and non-food items and delivering crucial psychosocial 

support to individuals. 
 

To support our response, designate gifts to DR000081-Israel/Palestine.  

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/letter/from-bethlehem-to-berlin-and-back-a-tale-of-two-walls/
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000081/?appeal=PDA&package=IP23-WP
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Ethiopia Guest Lecturer Program Gets Underway 

By Doug Sensabaugh 

 

The relationship between Shenandoah Presbytery and the Illubabor Bethel Synod (IBS) of the Ethiopian Evangelical Church 

Mekane Yesus is experiencing a renewal through the introduction of the Guest Lecturer program. 
 

At the invitation of IBS President Amena Tola, Shenandoah wants to send GUEST 

LECTURERS to teach in the Terfa Jarso Seminary (TJS) located in Mettu, Ethiopia. 

Our first lecturer was The Rev. Dr. Heidi Vardeman, a retired PCUSA pastor from 

the Minneapolis area. She and her husband Frank Vardeman are close friends of Bill 

and Pat Burslem, members of the Opequon congregation.  
 

Accompanying Dr. Heidi was Doug Sensabaugh, a member of the Ethiopian 

Partnership group of the presbytery. In accordance with the group’s policy, the 

presbytery must send an experienced traveler along with any first-time traveler to 

Ethiopia. With this trip, Doug marked 20 years of traveling to Ethiopia. He assisted 

Dr. Heidi with travel arrangements and with adjusting to the context and cultural 

traditions of Ethiopia. 
 

Dr. Heidi Vardeman was available and willing to go teach a short-term course at TJS on THE THEOLOGY AND PRACTICE 

OF MISSION. Her course ran for 5 weeks between September 19 – October 24. The students in her class were 2nd and 3rd 

year seminary students with the exception of one first year student.  There were 2 women and 25 men in the class.  
 

In addition to the academic goal of teaching in theology, Dr. Heidi also focused on helping the students improve their English 

skills, a necessary requirement to do research and write papers in English.  
 

Dr. Heidi’s presence there reinforces Shenandoah’s commitment to encourage 

more female students to attend seminary. This school year 6 women who were 

sent by their congregations to Bible School with partial scholarship assistance 

provided through members of Shenandoah Presbytery.  
 

The Terfa Jarso seminary has experienced phenomenal growth over the past 5 

years and now has some 160 students in the various levels of theological education which the seminary offers. With the aid of 

Shenandoah’s Hiett Global Mission Fund,  seminary facility upgrades are supporting the growth in numbers. 
 

As you might imagine, a seminary with 160 students 

requires many well-educated teachers and professors in 

order to help their students attain advanced degrees. The 

Guest Lecturer program of short-term courses is 

expanding the depth of education for the seminary 

students.  
 

With the support of our presbytery leadership, the 

Committee for Mission and Outreach, and the participation 

of members of the presbytery, Shenandoah is assisting IBS 

to develop pastoral leadership for their growing number of churches.  
 

If you or someone you know would like to learn more about the Guest Lecturer program, 

please contact Bill Burslem – wburslem331@comcast.net, or Doug Sensabaugh – 

cdsensabaugh@gmail.com.  

Rev. Dr. Heidi Vardeman  
and Rev. Amena Tola of IBS. 

Rev. Mengistu, 
seminary Principal 
with Dr. Heidi 
Vardeman. 

mailto:wburslem331@comcast.net
mailto:cdsensabaugh@gmail.com
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Camp Paddy Run—End-of-Season Summary  
 

It was a busy spring and summer at 

Camp Paddy Run! This year, we were 

excited to welcome three new groups 

that we hope become annual 

supporters: Omega Phi Alpha is a local 

service sorority that kicked off the 

spring season with a late March retreat. 

New Hope Church in Front Royal 

began looking last year for a new 

location to host their annual family 

camping program over Memorial Day 

weekend - and found that new home at Camp Paddy Run! Finally, Roca Eterna is a Northern Virginia-based Hispanic church that 

hosted a women’s retreat and a youth rally this summer. In addition, two DC-based groups returned this year to host their 

adult adventure events - Goombay Adventurers and Camp Lo End Theory, an event celebrating diversity through music and 

dance. We are also grateful to welcome back Shenandoah Presbytery churches for their annual events - Strasburg, Highland 

Memorial, Opequon, and those churches that work with our Day Camp program - Mt. Hope, Moorefield, Clearbrook, Ivanhoe 

and Wardensville. Camp Paddy Run has also partnered with Big Blue - a Christian teen center in Wardensville - to host a pool 

party and volunteer meetings onsite. Our programs also benefitted from this relationship, gaining the use of their bus to 

transport campers during Day Camp as well as volunteers that helped teach and provide counselor meals. 
 

Day Camp 2023 saw its largest numbers since before the pandemic. In total, 120 campers attended the week-long event hosted 

June 26-30. The group was comprised of 58 teens in grades 7-12 and 62 campers in grades 1-6. This year’s pirate theme camp 

taught Biblical lessons about the armor of God. Over 25 adults and volunteer counselors made the week a success and the 

event culminated with a closing ceremony well-attended by parents and family. 
 

Adventure Camp has continued to be a summer favorite since its inception in 2017. Geared strictly for the teen campers, this 5

-day overnight experience changes from year to year. This summer, campers braved the Harpers Ferry high ropes course, 

relaxed a day at Massanutten Water Park and ended the week with a hike to Half Moon Overlook in the George Washington 

National Forest. The final teen event will be Fall Retreat planned for November 3rd-5th. Capital Improvements were light for 

the year, focusing mainly on finalizing improvements to Cabin 1 and replacing the stove in the lodge. For the 2024 season, plans 

are already underway to begin refurbishing Cabin 2 in much of the same way as Cabin 1. Also, much-need upgrades to the 

garage will also begin starting spring of next year. 

 

 

Over 120 campers attended Day Camp 2023. 

Submitted by Rev. Punker Robertson 

Left: Day Camp counselors sport their best pirate looks in preparation for the 2023 
event. Right: Teens and counselors alike brave the high elements at Harpers Ferry 
Adventure Park– some going as high as 40-feet off the ground! 
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Church Treasurers 

Please note:  

2024 acceptance forms are due on December 12, 2023.  
                

In order to be included in the 2023 calendar year, church remittances are due in the office by 

Thursday, January 11, 2024. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Heather at bookkeeper@shenpres.org 

Church treasurers, clerks and pastors: 

You should have received your church’s asking letters and acceptance forms by the middle of 

October. These were e-mailed to you. We ask that the form be returned by December 12, 2023.  
 

If you have not received one for your church or if you have any questions, please contact Heather at 

bookkeeper@shenpres.org 

Congratulations, Circleville Church! 
 

Our first 2024 acceptance form was received from the Circleville 

Presbyterian Church. It was filed electronically at https://

shenpres.breezechms.com/form/2024-Asking.  

So churches, get your form in soon. You don’t want to be the last! 

Rev. Dwight McCormick is installed as Pastor  
of The Community Cup NWC in Martinsburg, West Virginia, by 

Presbytery Vice-Moderator, Bill North, on October 22, 2023. 

mailto:bookkeeper@shenpres.org
mailto:bookkeeper@shenpres.org
https://shenpres.breezechms.com/form/2024-Asking
https://shenpres.breezechms.com/form/2024-Asking
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Collierstown Church Readies for Its Annual Church Dinner 
 

As the warm days of summer slide into the crisp days of autumn 

and colored leaves appear with orange pumpkins on doorsteps, 

the members and friends of the Collierstown Presbyterian Church 

begin looking to November and the return of the “Annual Church 

Dinner.” Since 1925, the Annual Church Dinner continues to be a 

day when the CPC family opens its doors and warmly welcomes 

the community, visitors who live in the area, and strangers who 

may be passing by. ALL ARE INVITED to come inside and enjoy a 

hot meal and share in the hospitality and fellowship offered by the 

church’s members and friends.   
 

This year the Annual Church Dinner will be held on Saturday, 

November 4. Meals will be served continuously from 11:00 a.m. 

until 7:00 p.m. The day’s menu will feature a choice of meats like 

country ham, fried oysters, and roast turkey with all the trimmings. 

The meat entrée will be accompanied by the diner’s choice of sweet or mashed potatoes and greens beans along with hot turkey 

gravy, coleslaw, applesauce, pickles, homemade bread, and a choice of beverages. A meal of this magnitude is not complete without 

a selection of dessert from an assortment of homemade cakes. The same meals available to “dine in” patrons will be available as 

take out dinners for those that cannot come to the church to eat. A team of people will be assembling and packaging meals for pick 

up. Take out dinners can be ordered by calling the church’s phone number (540-463-5918) and meals can be picked up beginning at 

11:30 a.m.  
 

Unique to the Annual Church Dinner, is the Bazaar located in the “red building” on the church grounds. The building will be filled 

with items for sale like homemade baked goods (breads, rolls, pies, cakes, cookies), jars of fresh soups, handcrafted items 

(woodwork, knitted and crocheted goods, holiday decorations), jewelry, apples, garden produce, and apple butter. Proceeds from 

the Bazaar will be donated to the Fellowship of Christian Athletes of Rockbridge County and to Helping Hands, a food bank 

ministry of Fairfield Presbyterian Church.   
 

The Annual Church Dinner is sponsored by the Presbyterian 

Women but is a total church effort with CPC men, women, youth, 

and children working together. Proceeds from the dinner are used 

to fund mission projects locally and abroad.  
 

The idea for the annual dinner began in 1924 with a dream held by 

three Presbyterian Women, Rosa Deacon Goodbar, Virginia Potter 

Knick, and Ethel Montgomery Thomas. They believed hospitality is a 

Biblical command whose purpose is to minister to others. Their 

work and planning became a reality with the first dinner known then 

as the Chrysanthemum Show and Dinner being held on November 

5 and 6, 1925. The event was held at the Collierstown Graded 

School, the present site of the Collierstown Baptist Church. It was    

   known as a Chrysanthemum Show and Dinner because it included a 

“Flower Room” for patrons to enjoy, displaying blooming chrysanthemums grown by the church’s women. The first 

Chrysanthemum Show and Dinner was a “soggy one” that nevertheless was embraced and praised by patrons as “a delightful 

community affair.” It was also a financial success that enabled the church’s mission efforts to grow and extend to a larger area. 
 

Since that first dinner, changes have been made but oysters are still fried on the church kitchen’s woodstove and the menu is much 

the same. More importantly the dream of extending hospitality and showing care and concern for others is still the heart of the 

Annual Church Dinner event. It is the experience at Collierstown Presbyterian Church that as hospitality is offered to guests and 

other church members, it is the church family that is richly blessed. The CPC family invites all to be a part of the church’s hospitality 

on November 4 and share in that blessing too. 
 

Deborah P. McCormick, PW Communications Coordinator  

Filling the plates 

Making Oyster Cakes 
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Massanetta Springs Confirmation Retreat 
February 2-4, 2024  https://massanettasprings.org/programs/confirmation 

 

This retreat focuses on broader questions of why we join the Church, what we want our 

churches to be like, and how we can actively engage in that work. Participants will join 

mixed small groups to hear ideas from people from different congregations, and also have 

time with their home group to continue with their own lessons and curricula. The retreat 

is intended for whatever ages your congregation counts in their confirmation program, 

recognizing churches do this differently all over. 
 

Whether your congregation has one confirmand or a large group, we can all learn 

something from each other’s church experience and faith journey! 
 

Registration is open! 

Friday December 8, 2023: group holds expire, extra spots made available to wait list 

Monday January 15, 2024: final day to register 
 

Questions about the retreat? 

Contact Colleen Earp, Program Director: colleen@massanettasprings.org 

Questions about registration? 

Contact Sarah Grace Hall, Program Assistant: sarahgraceh@massanettasprings.org  

https://massanettasprings.org/programs/confirmation
mailto:colleen@massanettasprings.org
mailto:sarahgraceh@massanettasprings.org
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Remember Churches:  
 
You can make any payments online with 

this QR code or go directly to our pay-

ment page. 

https://shenpres.breezechms.com/give/online
https://shenpres.breezechms.com/give/online
https://shenpres.breezechms.com/give/online


P. O. Box 1146 

Harrisonburg, VA 22803 

Phone: 540-433-2556 

E-mail: shenpres@shenpres.org 

SHENANDOAH PRESBYTERY is a covenant body where:  

-CONGREGATIONS are empowered to be centers for mission  

-PEOPLE OF GOD are equipped to be Disciples of Christ in a challenging world  

-CHURCH LEADERS and members are nurtured and strengthened for service  

-OPEN COMMUNICATION and information are used constructively  
and creatively to keep us connected  

PRESBYTERY OF 

SHENANDOAH 

 

ShenPres.org 

Dates to Remember! 

November 2023 

  6 - CCVT 1:00 pm 

  8 - CPM 10:00 am at Massanetta Springs 

  9 - COM 9:30 am 

  9 - CRE Oversight 4:00 pm 

14 - CER 9:00 am 

14 - CNCD 3:30 pm 

15 - Nominations 10:00 am 

15 - Staff Meeting 11:00 am  

 at Presbytery Office 

16 - CPA 1:30 pm 

18 - CMO 9:30 am 

21 - Shenandoah Press Deadline 

30 - Community Cup 9:30 am 

 

 

Other Dates 

  2 - Pastors’ Meeting 12:00 pm 

  3 - Pre-Retirement Workshop 9:30 am—12:00 pm 

 at Massanutten Church, Penn Laird, VA 

  4 - Stated Meeting of Presbytery 9:30 am       

 at Opequon Church, Winchester, VA 

  9 - Boundary Training 6:30–9:30 pm   

16 - Pastors’ Meeting 12:00 pm 

22–23 - Office Closed for Thanksgiving 

 

 

 

* Unless otherwise noted, all meetings  

   will be held via Zoom. 

http://www.shenpres.org
http://www.pcusa.org/

