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The offices of Shenandoah 

Presbytery will be closed 

beginning Friday, December 15 

to  celebrate Christmas and the 

New Year with our families. We 

will return to the office on 

Tuesday, January 2, 2024. We 

wish everyone a safe, joyful, and 

blessed celebration of our 

Savior Jesus Christ.  

Special points of 

interest: 

• Boundary Training 

• Lent Lectionary 

Discussion  

• Hark! Podcast 

• Much more... 
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Associate General Presbyter—Nancy Meehan Yao 

I am finishing my Sabbatical this December. and I want to again express my profound thanks for this 

privilege of Sabbath. It has been a wonderful time of learning, reading and writing. It has also been a 

time of refreshment, reconnection, and healing. 

 

Here is a little breakdown of my sabbatical, by the numbers:  

Conferences attended: 3 

Mountains hiked: 3 

States traveled to/through: 10 

Miles driven: 5,159 

Chapters written: 9, book proposals sent: 2  

 

I look forward to being back with Shenandoah Presbytery beginning January 2, 2024.  In the meantime, may you know the 

deep blessings of Christ in this Advent and Christmas season, and throughout the New Year. 

 

Nancy 

I often listen podcasts, on the treadmill, or while driving, or when 2 a.m. insomnia attacks. Here’s a new one I have added to 

my listening queue; “Hark!” 
 

From the Presbyterian Outlook: 

“If you’ve ever been curious about the history and development of some of the 

hymns and musical sounds of the season, check out the podcast “Hark! The 

Stories Behind Our Favorite Christmas Carols.” Hosted by Maggi Van Dorn (who 

readily admits she has no musical training, she simply loves music) and produced 

by Jesuit-owned America Media, this seasonal podcast explores one hymn weekly 

for the four weeks of Advent and also has bonus episodes. Van Dorn and her 

guests discuss the political and cultural moments that existed around the hymns, 

and they explore the ways some of these tunes have been absorbed into the 

mainstream soundtrack. 
 

“Hark” will begin its 2023 season on November 26, but there are 10 episodes in the queue from the past two Advents, and 

they’re easy listening — perfect for a commute or a quiet evening by the fire.” 
 

Enjoy-  

SAVE The Date! 
 

Easter—and hence, Lent, comes early in 2024.  Ash Wednesday is February 14. 
 

In order to prepare for Lenten preaching and teaching, there will be an overview discussion of both RCL and Narrative 

lectionary choices, via zoom, on Tuesday, January 23, at 6:30 pm.  Please reserve that date and look for a registration 

button on the Presbytery website soon. 
 

Questions?  Contact Nancy at assocgp@shenpres.org 

mailto:assocgp@shenpres.org
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199th Stated Meeting of Shenandoah Presbytery 
 

   At the 199th Stated Meeting of Shenandoah Presbyteryon November 4, 2023, we welcomed two new ministers to our   

   presbytery, as well as a new Candidate for Ministry! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

For the documents of the meeting, along with the video recording, check out our webpage at:  

https://shenpres.org/presbytery-meeting/  
 

 

Rev. Michael Hafele, 
Interim Pastor at 

Winchester First Church 

Rev. Rachel Watson, 
Associate Pastor at 
Covenant Church 

Deborah Romano, 
Shepherdstown Church, 

moved to candidacy  

Looking Ahead: 
 
The Book of Order now requires all Councils (Sessions, Presbyteries, Synods 

and General Assembly) to “adopt and implement the following policies: a sexual 

misconduct policy, a harassment policy, a child and youth protection policy, and 

an antiracism policy. Each council’s policy shall include requirements for 

boundary training  which includes the topic of sexual misconduct, and child 

sexual abuse prevention training for its members at least every thirty-six 

months.” 

 
Boundary Training which includes that specific content will be offered throughout 2024, the first one, via zoom, will be held 

Thursday March 7, beginning at 6:30 pm, and Saturday, March 16, beginning at 9:30 am.  Registration information will be 

shared after the first of the year. 

 
IN ADDITION, regional gatherings will be offered for Sessions’ members and pastoral leaders to attend.  Please keep an eye 

out for dates/locations, as they are being developed.  There is no cost for these trainings. 

Ordination Exam Readers Needed 
Shenandoah Presbytery will evaluate ordination exams the week of May 6-10, 2024. We must provide 2 ruling 

elders, and 2 teaching elders, and an alternate to serve as readers. Those interested should contact Jim Yao 

(pastorjim@hardynet.com) or the presbytery office by Jan. 10, 2024 in order for the CPM to present them to be 

elected at the Feb 27 presbytery meeting. 

https://shenpres.org/presbytery-meeting/
mailto:pastorjim@hardynet.com
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 Breakout Rooms at November 4 Stated Meeting 
The Body broke into five groups to discuss the first five chapters of Why Presbyterians Are Like That.  
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Advent and Change 
 

 

Many congregations celebrate Advent with special devotions and candle lightings in worship. 

Sometimes the weeks are listed as Hope, Peace, Joy and Love, or named after Biblical characters:  

the Prophets, Mary and Joseph, the Shepherds and the Magi. 

 

No matter what theme your congregation follows, a thread running through all the weeks and 

days of Advent is change. I firmly believe that if we look at Scripture, the living word of God 

shows us, again and again, that God, who is steadfast in love and compassion, is also all about 

change.  

 

Week 1 - Light  Read Genesis 1- 2:3 

This has been traditionally translated as “In the beginning, when God created…”.  But The Hebrew of the scripture supports a 

reading of “when God began creating…” with a flavor of on-going creativity and on-going change. The very first action of God 
is change.  Where there was darkness and chaos, vacuum and void, God said “Let there be light,” and there was light.  A pretty 

big change.  A pretty awesome change, as we celebrate the coming of the One who is the Light of the World. 

 

Prayer -  Holy One, in you there is both steadfast love, and change.  Send you Light into our hearts and into this world 

that you so love.  Amen. 

 

Week 2 The Prophet Isaiah  Read Isaiah 43: 18-19 

“Behold, I am doing a new thing,” the prophet says, speaking on behalf of God.  Do you not perceive it?” 

Essentially, the prophet is grabbing us by the shoulders, shaking us, saying “wake up!  Pay attention to what God is doing!”  

God is always doing a new thing.  Prior to this, the prophet, speaking for God, repeats the refrain of “do not fear.”  Do not 

fear, for God is with us. Do not fear, because the God we know and trust is doing a new thing, to rescue and save, to bring life 

and healing.  Our task is to have eyes and hearts that are open, looking for the new thing God is doing…and join in God’s 

gracious actions for the world.  What new things do you see God doing?  How will you join in God’s new action? 

 

Prayer Open the eyes of my heart Lord and let me see your love and mercy and redemption at work.  Let me join in the 

new thing, the new ways, you are showing your steadfast love.  Amen.  

 

Week 3 Mary and the Magnificat   Read Luke 1: 46-56 

Mary sings/says this long, beautiful, poem song about God overturning the ways of the world.  And she sings it when she is with 

her cousin Elizabeth. This happens after Mary has heard, and received, and said “yes” to the life-altering, perhaps even life-

threatening change that the Angel proclaimed to her.  Her song is one of things getting turned upside down:  the proud are 

scattered, the rich sent away empty, the hungry fed, the lowly lifted up to places of honor and dignity.  When in your life have 

you experienced a change created by God?  What was your song? 

 

Prayer 

God of all mercy, your plans for the world include setting it—and us—upside down.  In the birth of a baby, in the song of 

a teenage girl, in the hymns we raise to you in our worship, let us always sing of your surprising love, of your mercy and 

justice that set all things right.  Let our songs magnify your love. Amen.  

 

Week 4 The Magi  Read Matthew 2: 1-12 

I wonder if your travel plans have ever needed to be changed?  Road construction, detours, flight delays.  The Magi, having seen 

the infant Redeemer in Bethlehem, paid homage and gave gifts.  When the time came to return home, they are warned in a 

dream.  And so we are told they return home, “by another way.”  God’s work and call often interrupts our plans, and calls us 

to different ways of being, of interacting, perhaps even our traveling and our destinations.  If we are listening for God, we might 

need to change our plans—and our lives. 

 

Prayer 

Lord God, through signs and wonders, through dreams and nudges, you call us to do a new thing. Give us the courage to 

do so.  May we also seek, always listen, always follow you, even when that re-arranges our plans. To you be all glory, 

Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer. Amen. 
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Mt. Olive Church Baptisms 
 

On Sunday, September 17, 2023 Mt. Olive Presbyterian Church had four adults 

and three children to receive the Sacraments of Baptism. The same day we had 

nineteen consisting of adults,  youth, and children to receive the Reaffirmation of 

Faith. We had a great ceremony, the Ruling Elders took a part in the service by 

laying  Hands on and Anointing this group.  

 

On Sunday, October 15, 2023 

there was another Baptism and Reaffirmation of Faith with a single family 

of five. Two adults  and three children received the Sacraments of 

Baptism and the two adults received the Reaffirmation of Faith. Again the 

Ruling Elders took part in the service by laying hands on this family and 

anointing them. Another great ceremony for Mt. Olive Presbyterian 

Church. 

 

Submitted by Lois Howe, Ruling Elder, Mt. Olive Presbyterian Church  

Smyrna Church Pastor Appreciation & Fall Festival 
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Special Offerings | Support the Christmas Joy Offering  
Christmas Joy Offering 

During the season of Advent, we remember and reflect God’s perfect gift, Jesus Christ. This child, 

the Word made flesh, became one of us, so, through the Christmas Joy Offering, we honor this 

amazing gift by supporting leaders among us — past, present and future. The Christmas Joy 

Offering supports retired ministers and church workers and their families through the Assistance 

Program of the Board of Pensions and students in Presbyterian-related schools and colleges 

equipping communities of color as they pursue education and prepare to use their gifts in service 

to the church and world. Resources for interpretation of the Offering can be found here. Videos 

for Christmas Joy and other Special Offerings can be found here. 

 

Special Offerings 

Looking for information on the four General Assembly-mandated Churchwide Special Offerings of the PC(USA)? Find 

information here on the 2024 seasons and receiving dates as well as the distribution and remittance of funds. 

 

We are the Church, Together … and together. 

 

2024 Special Offerings Action Kit: The 2024 Action Kit will be in your mailbox in January! The Action Kit includes a 

basic description of all four Special Offerings, along with key dates, social media details and contact information for staff. 

There are also stories of how congregations promote and use retained portions of the offerings. Included are a multitude of 

resources you can use as you interact with the Special Offerings and the Presbyterian Giving Catalog. The Action Kit will be 

available online in Spanish, Korean and English in early 2024. If you would like more hard copies (available in English only), 

contact Customer Service at 800-533-4371 or by email. 

 

Presbyterian Giving Catalog: Receive a Little Piggy Tote Bag Today! 

A Little Piggy Tote Bag is perfect for when you “head” to market, to market — and on the flipside — for taking your “pig-

tail” home again, home again, jiggety jig.  
 

A gift of one — or a few — piglets can serve as a valuable safety net — a source of income for a family in need around the 

globe. When sold at market, a pig can be a pivotal source of income. 
 

When you give a piglet or a few piglets by Dec. 31, you’ll receive a Little Piggy Tote Bag as our thank you for your gift 

through the Presbyterian Giving Catalog. Supplies are limited, so give a few piglets today and let this Little Piggy serve as a 

reminder of the lasting difference you are making in the lives of people all around the world. GIVE your gift by Dec. 31. 

 

Matthew 25 Summit — Jan. 16–18, 2024, in Atlanta: Join us at the Matthew 25 Summit as we 

explore this vision together! What does it mean to eradicate poverty; how can we begin dismantling 

systemic racism; how will we know if we are building a vital congregation? We are offering you an 

invitation to innovation and a chance to dialogue, learn with and grow with others in exploration at this 

first-of-its-kind event! The summit will feature innovative speakers, thriving ministries, transformative 

workshops and space to imagine what’s next! Learn more and register here. 

 

Compare Advent Resources and Read Excerpts with 2023 Advent Resource Guide from the PC(USA) Store 

The Advent 2023 digital resource guide from the PC(USA) Store is now available! This guide allows you to compare Advent 

books and resources for devotion, group study, preaching and worship. You also have direct access to excerpts and will 

learn about the newest Advent book for study and devotion: Stay Awhile: Advent Lessons in Divine Hospitality, by Kara 

Eidson. This new book not only has weekly reflections for personal or small group use and brief daily devotions, but it also 

includes congregational resources such as liturgies, sermon starters, children’s moments and even a no-rehearsals-needed 

Christmas pageant. Additionally, there are video introductions for each session from the author to inspire your individual or 

group study. Download the Advent 2023 Resource Guide | View All Available Guides. (All of the resources mentioned here 

are available in English only.) 

(Continued on next page) 

https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/christmas-joy/#resources
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_qsNfhnZbfFuZIgtMPiU9Q
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/specialhttps:/specialofferings.pcusa.org/
mailto:customer_service@presbypub.com
https://presbyteriangifts.pcusa.org/page/piggy-tote/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25-summit-an-invitation-to-innovation/
https://www.pcusastore.com/Content/Site119/Basics/13841Advent2023_00000160309.pdf
https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/0664268420/stay-awhile.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OVvy5Ev5lUk&list=PLszf6YoVdFLhKgHFBPQOKDLQiER8etHbW
https://www.pcusastore.com/Content/Site119/Basics/13841Advent2023_00000160309.pdf
https://www.pcusastore.com/Pages/Item/13841/Resource-Guides.aspx
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Church Treasurers 

Please note:  

2024 acceptance forms are due on December 12, 2023.  
                

In order to be included in the 2023 calendar year, church remittances are due in the office by 

Thursday, January 11, 2024. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Heather at bookkeeper@shenpres.org 

Church treasurers, clerks and pastors: 

You should have received your church’s asking letters and acceptance forms by the middle of 

October. These were e-mailed to you. We ask that the form be returned by December 12, 2023.  
 

If you have not received one for your church or if you have any questions, please contact Heather at 

bookkeeper@shenpres.org 

Special Days and Emphasis Sundays 

Listed below are the special days and emphasis Sundays through mid-November. If a date below is not hyperlinked to 

available resources, please visit the Special Days and Emphasis Sundays site for ongoing updates. 

 

December 

World AIDS Day; Presbyterian HIV/AIDS Awareness (Dec. 1, 2023) 

Human Rights Day (Dec. 10, 2023) 

Christmas Joy Offering (Dec. 24, 2023) 

 

January 

New Year’s Day (Jan. 1, 2024) 

Human Trafficking Awareness Day (Thursday, Jan. 11, 2024) 

Matthew 25: Dismantle Structural Racism Sunday (Jan. 14, 2024) 

Racial & Intercultural Justice/Presbyterians Affirm Black Lives Matter (Jan. 14, 2024) 

Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday (Jan. 15, 2024) 

Ecumenical Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins (Thursday, Jan. 18, 2024) 

Per Capita Sunday (Jan. 21, 2024) 

 

February 

World Interfaith Harmony Week begins (Thursday, Feb. 1, 2024) 

Remember Our Chaplains — Presbyterian Federal Chaplaincies (Feb. 4, 2024) 

Presbyterian Media Sunday (Feb. 4, 2024) 

Souper Bowl of Caring (Feb. 4, 2024) 

Thursdays in Black (Feb. 8, 2024) 

Camp and Retreat Sunday (Feb. 11, 2024) 

(Continued from page 7) 

mailto:bookkeeper@shenpres.org
mailto:bookkeeper@shenpres.org
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/worship/special-days-and-emphases/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/worship/special-days-and-emphases/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/phewa/pan/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/un/
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/christmas-joy/#resources
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/wp-content/uploads/Dismantling-Structural-Racism-Sunday-2023.pdf
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/january-15-2023/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/search-results/?q=Martin+Luther+King+Jr.+Birthday#gsc.tab=0&gsc.q=Martin%20Luther%20King%20Jr.%20Birthday&gsc.page=1
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/pursuit-of-justice-theme-for-week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-jan-18-25/
https://oga.pcusa.org/section/ecclesial-and-ecumenical-ministries/per-capita/per-capita-sunday/
https://pcusa.org/publications/
http://www.tacklehunger.org/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/2023-camp-and-retreat-sunday-worship-resources/
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Israel - Palestine Resources 
 

Since 1948, Presbyterian General Assemblies have repeatedly addressed the Middle East, especially Israel and Palestine. 

Historically, Presbyterians have supported Israel’s right to exist as a sovereign state within internationally recognized borders, 

as well as the right of Palestinians to self-determination, including the right to establish a neighboring, independent, sovereign 

state as a means to establish a just and lasting peace. 
 

These resources, policies and histories are designed to help Presbyterians, churches and mid councils prayerfully 

contextualize, reflect and further their understanding of the Israel-Palestine conflict. 
 

While our best response is prayer, the continuing and escalating violence in Israel/Palestine requires humanitarian assistance 

and support for our partners in the region. Response efforts will include vital humanitarian interventions, medical supplies, 

shelter, water and sanitation hygiene, food, non-food items and crucial psychosocial support for individuals. Support 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance’s crisis response and recovery efforts in Israel/Palestine 
 

 

 

 

 

Contribute to: 

Disaster Relief--Middle East (DR000081) 

To give by phone, call 800-872-3283. To send a check, please designate where you want your gift to go on the memo line and 

mail to: 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

P.O. Box 643700 

Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700 

Coming Soon(ish) 
From the PCUSA’s Communicators Network: 
 

Stay safe online! 

Have you noticed a recent surge in spam messages on Facebook and 

Instagram? 
 

Hackers and other scammers have been posing as Meta or other 

trusted senders and are trying to trick users into giving out their 

personal information. 
 

Remember to be wary of any direct messages you receive, particularly those containing a link. Keep in mind that Facebook 

will never ask you for your password. 
 

Are you a member of the Communicators Network Facebook Group? 
 

The Communicators Network Facebook Group provides a safe space for collaboration and conversation among 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) church communicators and leaders on effective communication tools and strategies.  

Start discussions, find answers to your communication-related questions, and connect with other communicators today!  
 

Join the group today!  

(Plus, you’ll have full access to https://www.facebook.com/groups/pcusacommunicators our entire library of tech tutorials) 

 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/global/israel-palestine/
https://pda.pcusa.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/pcusacommunicators
https://www.facebook.com/groups/pcusacommunicators
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As the season of glad tidings approaches, we remember that not everyone experiences the Christmas in the same 

way. Many of us carry heavy hearts filled with sorrow, grief, or loneliness during this festive time.  

  

To offer solace and support during this season, we invite you to a Blue Christmas Worship Service. This 

contemplative worship service holds space for grief and ain even as we await the healing and hope found in Christ’s 

coming. 

  

This service is open to all who seek comfort. Please feel free to invite friends, family, and anyone you know who may 

benefit from this meaningful gathering. 

  

December 3, 2023 at 2pm 

Second Presbyterian Church, Waynesboro 

133 N Delphine Ave, Waynesboro, VA 22980 
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Augusta Stone Presbyterian Church will host its annual “Christmas at Augusta Stone” concert on December 10 as a benefit for 

the Blue Ridge Area Food Bank. Last year’s donations provided more than 32,000 meals to those in need, the most ever in the 

24-year history of this benefit concert!    

  

Heaven’s Mountain Band is back to perform this year. This energetic bluegrass/gospel group had the audience clapping and 

tapping to the beat in the pews at last year’s concert.  Molly Murphy, well known from the Judy Chops, will harmonize with 

Lorie Lichtenwalner and Mallory McKendry for vocal selections.  Sonja Dillard is an accomplished musician and teacher. She is a 

freelance violinist and will perform with pianist Cynthia Lemme.  

  

These talented musicians donate their time and considerable talent to support the Food Bank. Please kick off your holiday joy 

and give to those in need in our community by attending “Christmas at Augusta Stone” on Sunday December 10 at 7:00. Doors 

open, with preliminary music, at 6:30.  
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As the season of glad tidings approaches, we remember that not everyone experiences the Christmas in the same 

way. Many of us carry heavy hearts filled with sorrow, grief, or loneliness during this festive time.  

 

To offer solace and support during this season, we invite you to a Blue Christmas Worship Service. This 

contemplative worship service holds space for grief and pain even as we await the healing and hope found in Christ’s 

coming. 

 

This service is open to all who seek comfort. Please feel free to invite friends, family, and anyone you know who may 

benefit from this meaningful gathering. 

 

December 3, 2023 at 2pm 

Second Presbyterian Church, Waynesboro 

133 N Delphine Ave, Waynesboro, VA 22980 

Click on invitation for more information and to reserve 
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https://massanettasprings.org/programs/christmas


Page 13  Shenandoah Press 

 

Page 13  Shenandoah Press 



Page 14  Shenandoah Press 

 

Page 14  Shenandoah Press 

Massanetta Springs Confirmation Retreat 
February 2-4, 2024  https://massanettasprings.org/programs/confirmation 

 

This retreat focuses on broader questions of why we join the Church, what we want our 

churches to be like, and how we can actively engage in that work. Participants will join 

mixed small groups to hear ideas from people from different congregations, and also have 

time with their home group to continue with their own lessons and curricula. The retreat 

is intended for whatever ages your congregation counts in their confirmation program, 

recognizing churches do this differently all over. 
 

Whether your congregation has one confirmand or a large group, we can all learn 

something from each other’s church experience and faith journey! 
 

Registration is open! 

Friday December 8, 2023: group holds expire, extra spots made available to wait list 

Monday January 15, 2024: final day to register 
 

Questions about the retreat? 

Contact Colleen Earp, Program Director: colleen@massanettasprings.org 

Questions about registration? 

Contact Sarah Grace Hall, Program Assistant: sarahgraceh@massanettasprings.org  

https://massanettasprings.org/programs/confirmation
mailto:colleen@massanettasprings.org
mailto:sarahgraceh@massanettasprings.org


P. O. Box 1146 
Harrisonburg, VA 22803 

Phone: 540-433-2556 
E-mail: shenpres@shenpres.org 

SHENANDOAH PRESBYTERY is a covenant body where:  

-CONGREGATIONS are empowered to be centers for mission  

-PEOPLE OF GOD are equipped to be Disciples of Christ in a challenging world  

-CHURCH LEADERS and members are nurtured and strengthened for service  

-OPEN COMMUNICATION and information are used constructively  

and creatively to keep us connected  

PRESBYTERY OF 

SHENANDOAH 

 

ShenPres.org 

Dates to Remember! 

December 2023 

  7 - Pastors’ Meeting 12:00 pm 

12 - CNCD 3:30 pm 

13 - Staff Meeting 10:00 am  

 at Presbytery Office 

 

Dec. 15—Jan. 1 - Presbytery Office 

Closed for Christmas and New Year 

 

 

 

 

 

* Unless otherwise noted, all meetings  

   will be held via Zoom. 

 

January 2024 

  4 - Pastors’ Meeting 12:00 pm 

  6 - CMO 9:30 am 

  8 - CCVT 1:00 pm 

  9 - CNCD 3:00pm 

10 - CPM 10:00 am 

11 - COM 9:30 am 

11 - CRE Oversight 4:00 pm 

16 - CER 9:00 am 

17 - Nominations 10:00 am 

17 - Staff Meeting 11:00 am 

18 - Pastors’ Meeting 12:00 pm 

18 - CPA 1:30 pm 

22 - Shenandoah Press Deadline 

23 - CPC 10:00 am 

25 - Community Cup NWC 9:30 am 

http://www.shenpres.org
http://www.pcusa.org/

