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Office Closed for Thanksgiving 
  

So the presbytery staff may celebrate Thanksgiving with their 

families, the offices of Shenandoah Presbytery will be closed 

on Wednesday, November 26 and Thursday, November 27. 

We will return on Monday, December 1 at 8:30 am.  

How is it that we are already at November? I remember saying January felt like a 

very long year and that in June I was still trying to figure out my to-do list for 

March! These days I can’t seem to get a handle on the ebb and flow of the year.  
 

Kim asked in August ‘whatever happened to the summer slow-down?” and we all 

nodded our heads in agreement! As we head into the final months of the year let 

us attempt to slow down, to look around us and give thanks for the community 

in which we live and work and  have our being. Let us give thanks for those who 

surround us with love and care and give thanks for the opportunities to share 

that same love and care to others.  
 

This may be a difficult season for many, wondering how they are going to pay the bills and put food on the 

table. Folks who have never had to think about such things are now in the midst of them and  we can only 

hope and pray that the government will open once again and that the assistance to help those in need will 

be restored.   
 

But in the meantime, I know that we will do our part through our food pantries, clothing closets, blessings 

boxes and feeding programs. We will help our neighbors through this time and  give thanks to God that 

we are here to do so. 
 

With Thanksgiving to God may you feel the blessings of the season as you 

bless others. 

  

   Bronwen 

A Message from our General Presbyter 

mailto:presbytersc@shenpres.org
mailto:assocgp@shenpres.org
mailto:kims@shenpres.org
mailto:bookkeeper@shenpres.org
mailto:shenpres@shenpres.org
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Associate General Presbyter—Nancy Meehan Yao 

This is the season of Thanksgiving 
 

And we might be thankful for many things: 
 

For pumpkin pie, for family gathered together, for good health, perhaps even for our favorite 

football team winning. 
 

In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus tells the story of 10 people, lepers, who call out to Jesus for healing.  

Jesus hears their cries, takes pity on them, and then instructs all 10 to go and show themselves to 

the priest, to show that they are healed, and may be restored to the community and their families.  

The instructions are pretty clear: go…and show. 
 

But there is 1 person who disobeys Jesus- 
 

He turns around, and runs back, praising God and falling down at Jesus’ feet. 
 

This man intentionally interrupts his life, intentionally disobeys Jesus, intentionally puts off regaining his reunion with his 

family…in order to thank and praise God. 
 

We have learned to say please and thank you, and it is one of the early things we teach our children. And we need to do it, 

even in difficult or stressful times. But how often do we interrupt what we are doing—interrupt our lives, our day, our 

schedule or our to-do list, to give thanks to God?  Let’s do that right now. 
 

A Psalm of Thanksgiving:  Psalm 100 (adapted)  

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.   

Worship the Lord with gladness; come into God’s presence with singing. 

Know that the Lord is God.  It is God who made us, and not we ourselves.   

We are God’s people, and the work of the Creator’s hands. 

Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving, and God’s courts with praise.   

Give thanks to God and bless God’s holy name. 

For the Lord is good; God’s covenant love endures forever, God’s faithful extends to all generations.  
 

Blessings, 

Nancy  

LOOKING AHEAD: STEWARDSHIP is a year 

round expression of generosity and gratitude to God. 
 

On Thursday, March 5, via zoom, and on Saturday March 7, in person, Rev. Erin Skinner, 

Presbyterian Foundation Ministry Relations Officer, and Rev. Dr. Nancy Meehan Yao, 

Associate General Presbyter, will be leading workshops on Stewardship and Generosity, 

including: 

 How to begin 

 What to do if you are the “Stewardship Team” 

 What Stewardship can look like, even if your church has never had a Stewardship Program 
 

LOOK FOR MORE INFO IN EARLY 2026 
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207th Stated Meeting  of Shenandoah Presbytery  

November 15, 2025 at Covenant Presbyterian Church 

  
The Presbytery of Shenandoah will meet in stated session on 

Saturday, November 15, beginning at 9:30 am, at Covenant 

Presbyterian Church in Staunton, Virginia.  
 

The Handbook contains essential information for advanced study to 

enable Presbytery to make informed and prompt decisions. Please be sure all voting 

members of Presbytery receive a copy. They include all pastors and elected 

commissioners. Click Here to view/download the Handbook. 

 

OFFERING: An offering will be taken during morning worship designated to 

Presbyterian Hunger Program. Click Here to donate. 

 

LUNCH:  Lunch registration and pre-payment is required.  

Click Here to pay and choose your lunch no later than 

Friday, November 7 at NOON. Lunch will be a pulled 

pork sandwich, baked beans, slaw, chips, dessert & 

beverage.  There will be gluten-free buns and a lentil stew 

BBQ that is vegan and vegetarian.  Please make the 

appropriate lunch choice online during the payment 

process.   
 

DIRECTIONS to 2001 N. Coalter St., Staunton, VA 24401 
 

From Interstate 81-N, take exit 225.  Turn right onto 

Woodrow Wilson Parkway and travel 1.5 miles. 

At the light, turn left onto Commerce Rd (Route 11) and travel .5 miles. 

Turn right onto N. Augusta St and travel .7 miles 

Slight left onto N. Coalter St and the church is on the left.   
 

From Interstate 81-S, take exit 225.  Turn left onto Woodrow Wilson Parkway and 

travel 1.5 miles. 

At the light, turn left onto Commerce Rd (Route 11) and travel .5 miles. 

Turn right onto N. Augusta St and travel .7 miles 

Slight left onto N. Coalter St and the church is on the left.   

https://shenpres.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/81/2025/10/Handbook.pdf
https://shenpres.breezechms.com/give/online
https://shenpres.breezechms.com/form/Nov15-Lunch
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Collierstown Presbyterian Church  

Prepares for Its Annual Church Dinner  
As the warm days of summer have become the crisp days of autumn the members and friends of 

the Collierstown Presbyterian Church have shifted their focus to November and the return of 

the “Annual Church Dinner.”  
 

This year’s Annual Church Dinner marks the 100th Anniversary of the event that began in 1925. The CPC family will open 

its doors on Saturday, November 1 and warmly welcome the community, new residents living in the area, and strangers 

who may be passing by. ALL ARE INVITED to come inside and enjoy a hot meal and share in the hospitality and fellowship 

offered by the church’s members and friends.   
 

On Saturday, November 1, meals will be served continuously from 11:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. The day’s menu will feature 

choices of country ham, fried oysters, and roast turkey with all the trimmings.  The meat entrée will be accompanied by the 

diner’s choice of sweet or mashed potatoes and greens beans along with hot turkey gravy, coleslaw, applesauce, pickles, 

homemade bread, and a choice of beverages. The finishing touch is the selection of dessert from an assortment of 

homemade cakes. The same meals available to “dine in” patrons will be available as take out dinners for those that cannot 

come to the church to eat.  A team of church members will be assembling and packaging meals for pick up. Take-out 

dinners can be ordered by calling the church’s phone number (540-463-5918) beginning at 12:00 noon and continuing until 

6:00 p.m. 
 

Unique to the Annual Church Dinner, is the Bazaar located in the “red building” on the church grounds.  The Bazaar 

building will be filled with items for sale like homemade baked goods (breads, rolls, pies, cakes, cookies), jars of fresh soups, 

handcrafted items (woodwork, knitted and crocheted goods, holiday decorations), jewelry, apples, garden produce, and 

apple butter. Proceeds from the Bazaar will be donated to the Fellowship of Christian Athletes of Rockbridge County. 
 

The Annual Church Dinner is sponsored by the Presbyterian Women but is a total church effort with CPC men, women, 

youth, and children working together. Proceeds from the dinner are used to fund mission projects locally and abroad.  
 

The idea for the annual dinner began in 1924 with a dream held by three Presbyterian Women, Rosa Deacon Goodbar, 

Virginia Potter Knick, and Ethel Montgomery Thomas. They believed hospitality is a Biblical command whose purpose is to 

minister to others. Their work and planning became a reality with the first dinner known then as the Chrysanthemum Show 

and Dinner being held on November 5 and 6, 1925.  The event was held at the Collierstown Graded School, the present 

site of the Collierstown Baptist Church.  It was known as a Chrysanthemum Show and Dinner because it included a 

“Flower Room” for patrons to enjoy.  On display were blooming chrysanthemums grown by the church’s women. The 

Rockbridge County News described the event as “a delightful community affair” despite heavy rain on one of the two days.  

It was also a financial success that enabled the church’s mission efforts to grow and extend to a larger area. 
 

Since that first dinner one hundred years ago, changes have been made but the menu is much the same. More importantly, 

the dream of extending hospitality and showing care and concern for others is the heart of the Annual Church Dinner 

event. It is the experience of the Collierstown Presbyterian Church members that as hospitality is offered to guests and to 

each other, it is the church family that is richly blessed. The CPC family invites all to be a part of the church’s hospitality on 

November 1 and share in that blessing too. 
 

Deborah P. McCormick  



Page 5  Shenandoah Press 

 

Page 5  Shenandoah Press 

Mt. Carmel Church Events 
 

In the Spring of 2023, Josie was the only youth at Mt. Carmel church. She was finishing her first year of Middle School, just 

the time to start attending the Middle School Conference at Massanetta. We encouraged her to go. She said she would if 

she could take a friend. We agreed that the church would send them all because it was a 

church “tradition.” We found a church member who had attended Massanetta as a youth 

herself who agreed to chaperone. Not unexpectedly, they had a blast. (see picture). The next 

summer came around and the girls wanted to go again; this time one of the mothers 

chaperoned. Again, they had a fabulous time. So this summer they attended again and a grant 

from the Committee for Educational Resources made our efforts all the more sweet. The 

theme of the 2025 Middle School Conference was “Take It Back Home.” On the drive home 

from Massanetta, the girls decided they could lead a worship service at Mt. Carmel because 

they had been given all they needed to know that they could. That worship service included 

complete liturgy and sermon from their experience at camp that past week. We had energizers, 

music, meaningful reflections and a worship in every sense of the word. What a touching 

experience was shared from the heart of these two young women. 
 

But that’s not the end of the story, though it would be enough. Two Sundays later, the friend 

of our youth came up to me and asked if I would baptize her. Trying not to shout it from the 

rooftop, I joyfully agreed. I found out later that her mother had never been baptized so she 

decided that she would join with her daughter. (photo of baptism) At that same time, we had 

two folks that wanted to transfer by letter and one had a daughter who wanted to join the 

church as well. We scheduled mentors and confirmation classes and after meeting with the 

Session, on Sunday October 5, World Communion Sunday we had two baptisms and three 

others joined the church (picture of the five) followed by a celebration of the Lord’s Supper.  

 

 

So many parts came together for this joyous day to happen. The girls 

trusting that the camp would be fun, the chaperones who were willing to 

go (who said they were also inspired), Massanetta having a fabulous 

youth program, the Presbytery’s funding of such a valuable asset, the 

congregation who was willing to support and encourage young people to 

be a spiritual force in the church. This is what the Church should be 

about. Truly a working of the Holy Spirit among us. 

Church Treasurers 

Please note:  

2026 pledge forms are due by December 15, 2025.  
                

In order to be included in the 2025 calendar year, church remittances are due in the office by 

Tuesday, January 13, 2026. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Heather at bookkeeper@shenpres.org 

mailto:bookkeeper@shenpres.org
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Community Cup Coffee and More  
 

Meet the Interim Program Director/Ministry Leader - Paul Crumley:  

☕ How did you get involved with Community Cup?  

I started working for Community Cup Coffee and More in April of 2022 as the manager of the coffee shop. I was part of the 

advisory committee fairly early on and was excited about the ministry that Community Cup could provide. So, when Kate 

Lewis Brown approached me about taking on the management role, I felt like it was God's call to be involved in this ministry.  
 

☕ Where do you most see God at work through Community Cup?   

I read a definition of hell that struck me…”hell is complete isolation from God.” If the exception proves the rule, then 

communion with God in community with each other is as close to God and heaven as we can get here on earth. …God calls 

us to be in community with God and one another; to Love God and Love our neighbor (Matthew 22:36-40). At a time when 

society is trying to isolate us from one another - especially the underhoused and those living in poverty - I believe we are 

called to support community and provide a space where everyone is welcome; restoring community and using that community 

to lift each other up. I see glimpses of this at Community Cup, not only with the work we do, but also what the people who 

come into the shop do for each other. The concern shown for each other’s well being and willingness to help our neighbors 

brings Jesus into the neighborhood.  
 

☕ What are your favorite food and drink items at Community Cup?  

My favorite drink right now is a maple brown sugar chai tea latte and our in-house-made 

pepperoni rolls are really tasty!  
 

☕ 3 fun facts about me:  

1) I play guitar in a local band that plays around the Winchester, VA area (Jess Spoon)  

2) My previous band recorded an EP in FAME studios in Alabama immediately after Steven Tyler 

finished recording a song there.  

3) My amazing wife and I have 2 Great Pyrenees dogs who fill our lives with joy and fur... lots and lots of fur!  
 

Meet the Coffee Shop Manager - Audrey Cottrell:  

☕ How did you get involved with Community Cup?  

I started in June 2023 as part-time, 1 day a week staff, fresh out of rehab and new in my walk with God. I came in 2-3 times a 

week asking for a job when another employee, Mark, gave me one of his days because I knew in my heart this is where I was 

supposed to be.   
 

☕ Where do you most see God at work through Community Cup?   

Honestly, in myself. I see God working in and through me in different ways daily. Also, I see God working in the ways the 

community comes together to help others when given the space to do so.    
 

☕ What are your favorite food and drink items at Community Cup?  

My favorite food item is our jalapeño brisket sausage dog and my favorite drink would have to be the maple brown sugar chai 

tea latte (tastes like French toast)!  
 

☕ 3 fun facts about me:  

1) I'm a big kid at heart. I love amusement parks, especially roller coasters.   

2) I'm also a kid and animal magnet and it warms my heart being a safe space for 

both.  

3) I'm 47 and still love learning new things!  
 

We invite you to come to Martinsburg, meet Paul and Audrey, check out all that's 

happening at Community Cup... and try that popular maple brown sugar chai 

latte! While there, you can learn more about how YOU can get involved and 

support the worship and ministry of this New Worshipping Community.  
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Camp Paddy Run Year-end Summary 

 

!ÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÇÏÒÇÅÏÕÓ ÓÕÎÓÅÔ  
ÓÐÁÒËÌÅÓ ÏÎ ÏÕÒ ÎÅ× ÐÏÏÌȢ 

$ÁÙ #ÁÍÐȭÓ ΪΦÔÈ "ÉÒÔÈÄÁÙ  #ÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÏÎ 

Church treasurers, clerks and pastors: 

You should have received your church’s pledge letters and forms by the middle of October. These were 

e-mailed to you. We ask that the form be returned, either online or by mail, by December 15, 2025.  
 

If you have not received one for your church or if you have any questions, please contact Heather at 

bookkeeper@shenpres.org 

http://www.CampPaddyRun.org
mailto:bookkeeper@shenpres.org
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Advent Resources 
is a time we prepare for Christ’s coming, both as an infant, and at His return. 

Here are some resources for worship, devotions, study and discussion: 
 

Books: 

Voices of Advent, by Matt Skinner 

The Jesse Tree:  Meeting Jesus in God’s Big Story, by Kara Eidson 

Give Me a Word: The Promise of an Ancient Practice to Guide Your Year, by  

Christine Valters Paintner 

A Child is Born: A Beginners Guide to Nativity Stories, by Amy-Jill Levine 
 

And a Digital Option: 

Draw Near: Lighting the Advent Path with Hope, Peace, Joy & Love 

Teri McDowell Ott, The Presbyterian Outlook Foundation, 2025 

https://pres-outlook.org/product/draw-near-lighting-the-advent-path-with-hope-peace-joy-love/ 
 

A liturgy for worship to receive the Christmas Joy Offering: 

https://pcusa.org/resource/cjo-2025-worship-liturgy 
 

Illustrated Ministry- art/activities for the whole church—https://store.illustratedministry.com/collections/advent 

 

Cents-Ability News 
 

Throughout the year, we receive thank you notes from the organizations supported 

through your “Cents-ability” donations to the Presbytery’s Hunger Fund. While they 

come to the Hunger Funds Subcommittee - they are really thank you letters to all the 

congregations in this presbytery who donate to the “Cents-Ability” program.  
 

Here is a recent note from the Hedgesville Area Community of Churches 

Loaves & Fishes Ministry:   

“Your support is instrumental in helping us provide essential resources and aid to individuals 

and families in need within our community. We have distributed boxes of food to 62 families during September. This included 112 

adults, 67 children, and 5 new families.  

“Your organizationôs commitment to supporting our mission is truly inspiring and greatly appreciated. With your contribution, we are 

able to offer nutritious food and assistance to those facing challenging times. It is through the generosity of organizations like yours that 

we can continue to serve and uplift our neighbors.  

As it is written in Proverbs 22:9 (NIV): ñThe generous will themselves be blessed, for they share their food with the poor.ó 

This verse perfectly captures the essence of your contribution and the blessings it brings to our community.” 
 

Thanks go to every single person who is making their “cents” matter in this simple step toward ending hunger.  
 

If you’re interested in learning more, check out the Presbytery’s web page for the “Cents-Ability” program where there are 

links to a sample bulletin insert, fact sheet, and tips on how the program works and start “Cents-ability” in your congregation:  

https://shenpres.org/cents-ability/    
 

Submitted by Sara Holben 

https://pres-outlook.org/product/draw-near-lighting-the-advent-path-with-hope-peace-joy-love/
https://pcusa.org/resource/cjo-2025-worship-liturgy
https://store.illustratedministry.com/collections/advent
https://shenpres.org/cents-ability/
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Presbyterian Outlook's New Daily Advent Devotional  
 

Each Advent, we are invited to slow down and pay attention — not just to Christmas on the horizon, but to Christ’s presence 

with us here and now. Draw Near, written by Outlook Editor/Publisher Teri McDowell Ott, is a daily devotional that helps you do 

just that. 
 

Following the traditional Advent themes of hope, peace, joy, and love, each 

week offers Scripture, reflection, prayer and a simple practice to guide your days.  
 

These digital devotions can be emailed out to your congregation, printed as a 

complete booklet or added to the Sunday bulletin each week. We ask that you do 

not post the material publicly outside of your congregation — on your website or 

social media, for instance. 
 

Inside this devotional, you’ll find: 

• Daily readings from Scripture to center your days. 

• Reflections that connect ancient words to today’s life and longings. 

• Prayers to ground your spirit in hope, peace, joy and love. 

• Reflection prompts that invite you into simple practices of attention, gratitude and wonder. 

• Children’s artwork that adds fresh, honest perspective to the season’s sacred texts. 

 

Click here to order, or for more information. 

Congratulations  

Mt. Storm Church! 
 

Our first 2026 pledge form this year 

was received from the Mt. Storm 

Presbyterian Church. It was filed by 

email, but you can file online at  

https://shenpres.breezechms.com/

form/2026-Church-Pledge-Form 
  

So churches, get your form in soon. 

You don’t want to be the last! 

Remember Churches:  
  
You can make any payments online with 

this QR code or go directly to  

our payment page. 

https://pres-outlook.org/product/draw-near-lighting-the-advent-path-with-hope-peace-joy-love/
https://shenpres.breezechms.com/form/2026-Church-Pledge-Form
https://shenpres.breezechms.com/form/2026-Church-Pledge-Form
https://shenpres.breezechms.com/give/online
https://shenpres.breezechms.com/give/online
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Mid-Atlantic Synod’s New Executive and Stated Clerk 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

With deep gratitude and joy, I thank you for the trust you have placed in me through my election 

as the new Synod Executive and Stated Clerk of the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic. Though my broken 

leg kept me from being physically present, I was blessed to join you via Zoom and witness the 

Spirit’s work among us. 
 

The 256th Assembly was both a celebration of faith and a call to renewed purpose. I am humbled 

to serve alongside such faithful leaders, congregations, and partners in ministry. Your unanimous vote is both an honor and a 

holy charge. 
 

In these first thirty-two days, I have been listening, learning, and collaborating with our committees, staff, and presbyteries. 

My early focus has been on building relationships and strengthening the connective tissue of our Synod. I am actively 

scheduling visits—virtually and in person—with each of our fourteen presbyteries. I love to preach, so I’m looking forward 

to your invitations! More importantly, your stories, insights, and hopes are shaping a vision for a Synod that is ever more 

responsive and Spirit-led. Wonderful things are happening across our region! 
 

Together, we are: 

• Caring for each other 

• Strengthening ministry 

• Embracing innovation 

• Walking humbly as we live into the hope of the Beloved Community 

• Supporting leaders 

• Stewarding God’s gifts 
 

Every day, I am inspired by your commitment to the Gospel and your courage to speak truth in love as a Matthew 25 Synod. 

As we look ahead, let us continue to ground ourselves in prayer, mutual care, and the hope that Christ is making all things 

new—among us and through us. 
 

Please take a moment to review the 256th Assembly Highlights, celebrating the work and witness we share across our 

region. I look forward to listening to you, learning from you, and serving with you in the days to come. 
 

Read the 256th Assembly Highlights 
 

With faith, hope, and love, 

Dr. Flo 
 

Rev. Dr. Floretta Barbee-Watkins 

Synod Executive and Stated Clerk 

Synod of the Mid-Atlantic (PCUSA) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gTHlBUSEMjXC-kw9f_FQFxq0UNeLMLIu/view
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https://massanettasprings.org/
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https://pcusa.org/giving/special-offerings
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Massanetta Springs is hiring a Day Camp Manager/Hospitality 

Associate! Primary responsibilities revolve around Massanetta’s Netta Day 

Camp, including administrative tasks such as registration, program 

development and implementation, and leadership. From May through mid-

August, the position is dedicated entirely to Netta Day Camp. Through the 

rest of year, time is divided between ongoing Netta Day Camp 

responsibilities and regular hospitality and operations duties. Learn more 

at https://massanettasprings.org/blogarchive/hiringndc 

  

 

 

Christmas with Massanetta Springs: Mark your calendar for Saturday, 

December 13 for this catered meal followed by a concert with Banrìgh Celtic 

Harp Ensemble. Tickets are on sale at our website (https://

massanettasprings.org/programs/christmas), or make a reservation by 

phone (540-434-3829).  

https://massanettasprings.org/blogarchive/hiringndc
https://massanettasprings.org/programs/christmas
https://massanettasprings.org/programs/christmas


P. O. Box 1146 
Harrisonburg, VA 22803 

Phone: 540-433-2556 
E-mail: shenpres@shenpres.org 

SHENANDOAH PRESBYTERY is a covenant body where:  

-CONGREGATIONS are empowered to be centers for mission  

-PEOPLE OF GOD are equipped to be Disciples of Christ in a challenging world  

-CHURCH LEADERS and members are nurtured and strengthened for service  

-OPEN COMMUNICATION and information are used constructively  

and creatively to keep us connected  

PRESBYTERY OF 

SHENANDOAH 

 

ShenPres.org 

Dates to Remember! 

November 2025 

  4 - CCVT 1:00 pm 

  6 - CRE Oversight 9:30 am  

 at Presbytery Office   

  8 - CMO 9:30 am 

12 - CPM 10:00 am  

13 - COM 9:30 am 

12 - Staff Meeting 10:00 am 

17 - Shenandoah Press Deadline 

18 - CER 9:30 am 

18 - CPA 3:00 pm 

19 - CNCD 11:00 am 

 

 

Other Dates 

  6 - Boundary Training 6:30 pm 

  8 - Boundary Training 9:30 am 

15 - Stated Meeting of Presbytery 9:30 am  

 at Covenant Church     

20 - Pastors’ Meeting 12:00 pm 

26–27 - Office Closed for Thanksgiving 

 

 

* Unless otherwise noted,  

   all meetings will be held via Zoom. 

http://www.shenpres.org
http://www.pcusa.org/

