
Highlights of the 207th Stated Meeting of 

Shenandoah Presbytery 

Saturday November 15, 2025 

The Presbytery was called to order by Moderator RE Debra Fitzgerald O’Connell at 9:30 am, 
at Covenant Presbyterian Church in Staunton, Virginia.  We opened with prayer, and a 
quorum was declared.  Guests Keenan Rodgers of the PC(USA) Board of Pensions, and 
Lauren Roger, Associate Director Funds Development Office, PC(USA) were introduced, 
and Rev. John Peterson welcomed us to Covenant.  Associate General Presbyter Rev. Dr. 
Nancy Meehan Yao gave a special thank you to Mt. Storm Presbyterian Church, for being 
the first congregation to respond to the 2026 “asking” letter, and for responding at more 
than 100% of the ask.  The gathered body showed their appreciation for Mt. Storm with 
applause. 

The choir of Covenant Presbyterian led us in song, and Rev. Jeff Binder of First Presbyterian 
Staunton, as well as youth from the Presbytery, led us in worship. 

We heard reports from: 

The Committee on Ministry, (COM) with the (re)introduction of Rev. Doug Sterrett, Retired, 
but now moved into our area and now a member of this Presbytery, as well as granting the 
status of Retired to Rev. Elizabeth Pyles, effective December 31, 2025. 

The Committee on Preparation for Ministry, (CPM) introduced Dr. Rebecca Lister, who has 
accepted a call to Cook’s Creek Presbyterian Church, to begin in 2026. 

We heard reports from Keenan Rodgers on the Board of Pensions’ Shared Pastoral 
Leadership program, and from Lauren Rogers, on the changes to the 4 Special Offerings, 
which will now be 3:  One Great Hour of Sharing, the World Communion Offering, and the 
Christmas Joy Offering.  These changes will be in effect in 2026. 

Nominations presented their nominations for committees and for Commissioners to the 
227th General Assembly: As Ruling Elder Commissioners, RE Mark Facknitz, Trinity Church, 
and RE Joe Crockett, Bridgewater Church, and Teaching Elder Commissioners, TE 
Samantha Coggins, Waynesboro First, and TE Rob Vaughan, Romney Church. 

The Committee on Presbytery Administration, (CPA) answered questions about the per 
capita assessment for 2026, and presented the 2026 budget, which was approved.  

The Youth of the Presbytery led us in our Educational Hour (well, 35 minutes) by talking 
about not only their own experiences in youth faith formation and retreats, but also talking 



about youth opportunities at the Presbytery, Synod and Denominational level.  We give 
thanks for these young leaders and their witness and enthusiasm. 

We heard from the Committee on Mission and Outreach, (CMO), which reported both on 
the most recent Presbytery mission trip, partnering with Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, 
in North Carolina Hurricane recovery, and about Cents-ability and Hunger Funds. 

After lunch, there was a time for intercessory prayers, led by Rev. Brint Pratt Keyes. 

Shenandoah Presbytery Corporation gave their annual report, and the Coordinating and 
Planning Commission report was given by RE Bill North.  

The meeting was adjourned with prayer at 2:20 pm.  

 

 


