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Minutes of the
207™ Stated Session

of the
PRESBYTERY OF SHENANDOAH

November 15, 2025
Covenant Presbyterian Church
Staunton, Virginia
9:30 a.m.

NEXT STATED SESSIONS

Saturday, February 28
9:30 a.m.
Via Zoom

Tuesday, May 19
9:30 a.m.
Location to be announced

Saturday, August 22
9:30 a.m.
Via Zoom

Tuesday, November 17
9:30 a.m.
Location to be announced

SHENANDOAH PRESBYTERY IS A COVENANT BODY WHERE:
congregations are empowered to be centers for mission,
people of God are equipped to be Disciples of Christ in a challenging world,
church leaders and members are nurtured and strengthened for service,

open communication and information are used constructively and creatively to keep us
connected.
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CANDIDATES AND INQUIRERS FOR MINISTRY OF THE WORD AND SACRAMENT

Candidate Deborah Romano Home Church - Shepherdstown

Inquirer Sandra Hayslette Home Church - Lexington



GOVERNING BODIES

Synod of the Mid-Atlantic
Physical Address:
1102 Westwood Ave #202
Richmond, VA 23227

Mailing Address:
3401 Brook Rd
Richmond VA 23227
Attn: Synod of the Mid-Atlantic — Johnson Hall #202

804-342-0016
www.synatlantic.org

Office of the General Assembly

100 Witherspoon St.
Louisville, KY 40202-1396
502-569-5000
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WWW.pCusa.org
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PRESBYTERY OF SHENANDOAH
MINUTES OF THE 207" STATED MEETING

The 207" Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Shenandoah was called to order at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, November
15, 2025, at Covenant Presbyterian Church in Staunton, Virginia. Moderator Debra Fitzgerald O’Connell opened
the meeting in prayer.

TEMPORARY STATED CLERK

Teaching Elder John Peterson was elected at Stated Clerk & Parliamentarian for this meeting.

QUORUM AND ENROLLMENT

The Stated Clerk reported that a quorum was present. The final enrollment was as follows:

AP Associate Pastor HR Honorably Retired Supply  Supply

Chap Chaplain ML Minister-at-Large T Teacher

CM Campus Minister oM Overseas Missionary ™ Tent Making

COP Co-Pastor opP Organizing Pastor TP Transitional Pastor
Coun Counselor P Pastor VM Validated Ministry
CpP Covenant Pastor PA Parish Associate

DP Designated Pastor R Retired

(Description code for attendance: P =present E =excused A =absent L = Livestream)

E Allen, Donald R., Jr. HR

E Atwood, Roxana M. HR

A Barner, Ann Elizabeth HR

A Bethard, John T. P Charles Town Absent
P Binder, Jeffrey A. TP Staunton First

E Boswell, Bronwen W. GP/SC

E Boyer, Grace Jones HR

E Brandon, Joseph C. HR

E Bridgman, Stewart G. HR

E Brownlee, J. Malcolm HR

E Bunker, Jonathan W. P Berryville Absent
P Burnett, Dennis D. HR

A Caperton, William G. HR

E Carr, Gwendolyn B. CP Buffalo Gap, Craigsville

P Carrico, Thomas J., Jr. P Finley Memorial Absent
E Cathcart, C. Stevens HR

A Cecil, Gary D. Temp Circleville/Seneca Rocks

E Clark, Casey R. cop New Monmouth Absent
E Clark, Rachel F. COpP New Monmouth

P Coggins, Samantha L. CP Waynesboro First

A Conrad, Scott A. Supply Hot Springs & Millboro

A Corder, William “Lee” ML

E Cornish, Homer T. HR

E Cox, C. William HR

A Craft, John K. P Bethany Absent
P Cranford, April H. CP Westminster

A Crannell, J. Scott ML

P Crumley, Rachel P Tuscarora Absent
A Daniel, F. Harry R

A Dax, Betty G. HR

P Dent, William H., Jr. HR

P Dewey, Mark W. Chap UVA

E Dietrich, Richard S. HR

P Ditzel, Andrew J. P Lexington Sue Ann Huger
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Donohoe, Patricia A. HR

Douty, Horace D. HR

Edwards, Karen S. ML

Ellis, Vanessa M. P Hedgesville Excused
Evans, George W. HR

Everhart, William G. Chap Westminster-Canterbury

Farthing, Stanley H. P Augusta Stone Jim Carpenter
Fetterman, Amy Supply Waynesboro Second

Fisher, Merle L., Jr. HR

Forbes, Thomas H. HR/Supply Bunker Hill

Franklin, John S. HR

Goodman, William R., Jr. HR

Goshorn, Robert D. HR

Greenawalt, Karen J. P Gerrardstown Patty Oester
Hamburger, Rachel E. CP Smyrna

Harmon, Melissa L. ML

Hay, Kevin W. P Middletown Absent
Hay, Thomas D. HR

Held, Ann Reed HR

Hendy, Susanna ML

Hill, Richard H. HR

Hill, Robert S., Jr. HR

Hill, Sarah L. HR/Supply Mt. Carmel

Holben, Sara A. HR

Holden, Thomas J., 111 HR

Hopkins, E. Reed P Loch Willow Ann Conway
Howard, Carl D. HR

Howard, David D. P Strasburg Absent
Hoy, Caitilin R. ML

Hunt, Patricia HR

Hutcheson, Fletcher, Jr. Supply Petersburg

Johns, James E. HR

Kave, Jacob R. ML

Keyes, B. Brinton Pratt TP Tinkling Spring

Klein, Deborah H. HR

Klein, William M. HR

Lanaghan, Patrick R. HR

Lane, Brittney M. P Woodstock Absent
Langdon, J. Bradford HR/Supply Tabler

LaPrade, Lester N, Jr. HR

Lawton, James S. HR

Lown, John W. HR

Lowrance, William J. HR

Macbeth, Bruce A. HR

Martin, Tracie E. PA Opequon

McCoig, Dan M., Jr. HR

McCormick, Dwight J., IT OP Community Cup

McDonald, John L. Supply Mt. Horeb

Mitchell, Loren T. P New Providence Mary Linda Wolfe
Moore, William L. R

Newman, Howard A. HR

Newquist, Gusti L. P Shepherdstown Absent
Osborne, Robert S. HR

Ott, Daniel J. ML

Ott, Teresa M. VM

Owen, Jan G. HR

Pattison, Carl F. HR

Peterson, John C. P Covenant Tom Bellamy

Cindy Bowman
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Pettit, Ann R.
Pettit, Patrick S.
Phillips, Keith A.
Poland, Ernest L. Jr.
Pollock, Richard
Potter, Ronald R.
Price, Norman G.
Pyles, Elizabeth A.
Rascoe, Clayton T.
Rascoe, Kathryn R.
Rhyne, C. Thomas
Robertson, Helen

Sale, Meriwether Anderson, Sr.

Segars, J. Kyle
Sherman, H. Wray
Sieck, Philip L.
Singleton, Jacob R.
Skinner, Erin A.
Slider, C. Richard II
Smith, Alexa A.
Smith, Evan R.
Smith, James M.
Smith, Nancy A.

Smith Patman, Jacqueline

Sommer, Philip W.
Sorge, Stephanie
Stanley, Arthur L.
Stephens, Millard M.
Sterrett, J. Douglas, III

Summers-Minette, Teresa L.
Symons, Charles D., Jr.

Thomas, Aaron Lee
Thomas, Amanda M.
Thornton, Joel P.

Tongen, Harold M.
Tremba, Randall W.
Vaughan, Robert C.
Vernon, Joseph H. J.
von Oeyen, Jr., Robert
Watkins, John M.
Watson, Rachel
Wilkers, Jack B.
Wilson, Joan M.
Wilson, Stanton R.
Wing, Andrew P.
Witt, David R.

Yao, James C.
Yao, Nancy Meehan
Young, James M.

Chap

Sunnyside Retirement

Jean Kilby

Absent

Absent

Absent

Absent
Absent

Linda Bradley

John Charbeneau

Absent
Absent

Absent

Rebecca Agbayan
Absent
Don Baker

Absent
Adrienne North
Absent
Julia Blanchard
Brenda J. Omps
Emily Heatwole
Absent

TP Warrenton
P Massanutten
Supply Second Opequon
HR
HR
HR
P McDowell
VM Massanetta Springs
TP Bridgewater
HR
Supply Fairfield
HR
P Oxford
HR
HR
P Staunton Third
VM
HR
ML
P Staunton Second
P Mossy Creek
HR
TP Front Royal
HR
P Trinity
HR
HR
HR
HR
HR
P Olivet
P Winchester First
P Ivanhoe
Wardensville
HR
HR
P Romney
HR
HR
HR
AP Covenant
HR
HR
HR
VM
P Opequon
P Moorefield
AGP
HR
CHURCHES WITHOUT INSTALLED PASTORS
Ben Salem
Berkeley Springs
Bethesda
Beulah
Bloomery
Bridgewater
Broadway
Buckton
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Buena Vista
Buffalo Gap
Bunker Hill
Burlington
Burnt
Circleville
Clear Brook
Collierstown
Cooks Creek
Craigsville

Elk Branch
Elkton
Fairfield
Falling Waters
Franklin

Front Royal
Glen Kirk
Goshen

Hebron
Hermitage
Highland Memorial
Hot Springs
Immanuel
Keyser

Little Falls
McCutchen
Millboro
Monterey
Mount Carmel
Mount Hope
Mount Horeb
Mount Joy
Mount Olive
Mount Storm
Nineveh
Petersburg
Piedmont

Pines Chapel
Rocky Spring
Ruddle

Second Opequon
Seneca Rocks
Slanesville
Smyrna
Staunton First
Sunnyside
Tabler

Timber Ridge
Tinkling Spring
Tomahawk
Union
Warrenton
Waynesboro First
Waynesboro Second
Westminster
Williamsville
Winchester First

Zetta
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Absent

Absent
William Nolan
Absent

Absent

Absent

Absent

Absent

Absent

Absent

Absent

Sally Young
Catherine McCormick
Absent
Kimberly Kline
Usi Mix
Absent

Absent
Hannah Bush
Absent

Absent

Absent

Absent

Absent

Absent

Absent

Absent

Absent

Linda Koogler
Absent

Susan Sites
Absent

Absent

Absent
Thomas van Meter
Roger Dodd
Lori Evans
Absent

Absent

Absent

Absent

Absent

Absent

Donna Marshall
Sharon Wilson
Judy Symons
Debra Morgan
Absent

Vicky Conyers
Absent

Absent

Molly Sullivan
Betsy Ruehl
Glenn Fields
Terry Crow
Absent

Absent

Absent

Larry Lawhorn



OTHER VOTING MEMBERS:

Commissioned Ruling Flders

A Melissa Avey P Deborah Beam A Michele Elliott
A Tina Glenn A Stephanie Harris P Judy Hensley

P Mark Johnson P David Omps E Linda Reece

A Bobby Spurgeon P Susanne Taylor A Paul Wolverton

Voting Ruling Elders of Presbytery Staff or Coordinating and Planning Commission (CPC):

P Eric Hulett, CPC
P Donna Lanaghan, Staff P William North, CPC
P Debra Fitzgerald O’Connell, CPC E Dave Thalman, CPC

NON-VOTING VISITORS:
Candidates Shenandoah Presbytery Corporation

Rebecca Lister Alan Garrison, Nancy Gourley, Linnea Harris
Cynthia Hoover, Kenneth Miller & Bonny Wilson

Visiting Ministers Board of Pensions Funds Development, PCUSA
Susan Ennis, Peaks Presbytery Keenan Rodgers Lauren Rogers
Committee Chairs Presbytery Staff

John Dull Kim Stroupe

Visitors

LeeAnn Biller Charlotte Bruening Frances Craig
Mark Facknitz Linda Fields Eliza Gardner
Donna Hamric Billy Lilly Adonica Miller
Craig Miller Bob Scott Colleen Stearns
Rebekah Witt Sheryl Wolford

Teaching Elders =39 Voting Ruling Elders =45 Additional Guests = 26 TOTAL =110
WELCOME

Teaching Elder John Peterson welcomed everyone to Covenant Church and gave a brief history of the Church since
it was founded in 1959.

Numerous guests were introduced. Ruling Elder Sue Ann Huger of Lexington Church and Teaching Elder Jeff
Binder of Staunton First Church were appointed as assistant clerks for today’s meeting.

DOCKET
The docket was approved as circulated; see page 100.
STATED CLERK REPORT
Teaching Elder John Peterson submitted the following report, which was approved:
L FOR INFORMATION:

A. See pages 123-124 for information only reports from the Educational Resources and New
Congregational Development committees.

B. Listening teams for Gracious Dismissal have been assigned as follows:
Hermitage Church: TE Tommy Carrico, Finley Memorial
RE Ann Flory, Smyrna
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TE Evan Smith, Staunton Second
Mt. Olive Church: RE Ron Matthews, Massanutten
RE Mary Lou McMillin, Trinity
TE Ann Pettit, Chaplain, Sunnyside Retirement Community

The following additional 2024 Session Minutes have been read:
Without Exceptions:
Mossy Creek, Mt. Horeb, and Zetta

With Exceptions:
Immanuel, Keyser, McDowell, Mt. Olive, Mt. Joy, Smyrna, and Union

RECOMMENDATIONS:

A.

That Presbytery excuse from attendance from all or part of this stated meeting those ministers who
submit such a request.

That Presbytery approve the minutes from the August 23, 2025, Presbytery Meeting as distributed.

That Presbytery elect Ken Smiy to serve a second term as the Presbytery Treasurer from January
1, 2026-December 31, 2028, at the current hourly pay rate.

That Presbytery re-elect Kim Stroupe as the recording clerk for the Presbytery meetings through
December 31, 2028.

That Presbytery approve Ruling Elder John Fisher, Winchester First Church, to serve on the
Westminster Presbyterian Homes Board as a representative of Shenandoah Presbytery. (WPH is a
Board made of two representatives from each presbytery that has a Westminster Canterbury
Retirement Facility within its bounds. WPH functions to vest Presbyterian Candidates nominated
to the Boards of Trustees of those facilities, ensuring that those Presbyterians nominated are
qualified and of good standing within their congregations.)

On behalf of the Coordinating and Planning Commission, I recommend approval of the Presbytery
Manual revisions as found on pages 101-104. (Approved unanimously)

ASSOCIATE GENERAL PRESBYTER

Teaching Elder Nancy Meehan Yao gave a special thank you to Mt. Storm Church, for being the first congregation
to respond to the 2026 asking letter, and for responding at more than 100% of the asking.

WORSHIP

The choir of Covenant Church led us in song, and Rev. Jeff Binder of Staunton First Church, as well as youth from
the Presbytery, led us in worship. Rev. Binder delivered the message from Genesis 32:22-30. An offering was taken
for the Presbytery Hunger Program.

COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY

Teaching Elder Patrick Pettit, Chair, referenced their written report on pages 105-109.

The following recommendation was approved:

That Presbytery grant the status of Retirement to Teaching Elder Elizabeth “Beth” Pyles effective December 31,

2025.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW TEACHING ELDER

Retired Teaching Elder John Douglas “Doug” Sterrett, III, was introduced and welcomed back as a member of
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Shenandoah Presbytery. Rev. Sterrett was asked to provide a highlight of his ministry that has shaped his pastorate.

Rev. Sterrett highlighted his ministry of an eight-church cooperative parish in the Winchester area, including his and
Rachel’s work at Camp Paddy Run. Rev. Sterrett was asked how prayer has shaped his approach to ministry. There
were no questions from the floor.

COMMITTEE ON PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY

Teaching Elder Brittney Lane, Co-Chair, introduced Candidate Rebecca Lister who has received a call to the Cooks
Creek Church. Rebecca was asked personal questions that weren’t found in her introductory information as well as
what drew her to Cooks Creek Church. A question from the floor for Rebecca was to expound on her faith
statement regarding how “God is still freeing, molding, and diversifying the Church.”

Rebecca will be ordained and begin service at Cooks Creek Church in the Spring of 2026.
BOARD OF PENSIONS

Keenan Rodgers, Church Consultant, shared information on the Shared Ministry Program. More information can be
found at https://pensions.org/what-we-offer/benefits-packages/shared-ministry . Keenan also shared information
about the Employee Assistance Plan; more information can be found at https:/pensions.org/what-we-
offer/health/medical/employee-assistance . Information about the Assistance Programs was shared as well as the
Clergy Wellness Support. More information can be found at https:/pensions.org/your-path-to-
wholeness/assistance-program/receiving-assistance/clergy-wellness-support

STEWARDSHIP AND FUNDS DEVELOPMENT

Lauren Rogers, PCUSA Associate Director, reported on the changes to the Special Offerings for 2026. For more
information go to https://shenpres.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/81/2025/11/Special-Offerings-2026.pdf

COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS
Teaching Elder David Witt, Co-Chair, gave the following report, which was approved:

RECOMMENDATION:
That Presbytery approve the following to serve:

Committee on Church Vitality and Transformation (CCVT)
Chair: TE Jaci Smith Patman, Transitional Pastor, Front Royal Church

Class 0f 2026:  Vacancy

Class 0f 2028:  TE Loren Tate Mitchell, New Providence Church
TE Jaci Smith Patman, Transitional Pastor, Front Royal Church
TE Punker Robertson, Supply Pastor, Fairfield Church
Vacancy

Committee on Educational Resources (CER)
Chair: TE Rae Watson, Associate Pastor, Covenant Church

Class 0f 2028:  Colleen Stearns, Member, Winchester First Church
CRE Mark Johnson, Buckton Church
Suzan Hamill, Member, Warrenton Church

Committee on Ministry (COM)
Chair: TE Patrick Pettit, Transitional Pastor, Warrenton Church

Class 0of 2026:  Vacancy
Class 0of 2027:  Vacancy

Class 0f 2028:  CRE Debbie Beam, Franklin/Ruddle churches
TE Dennis Burnett, Honorably Retired
RE Rich Crow, Warrenton Church
RE Beth Smith, Massanutten Church
TE Stan Farthing, Augusta Stone Church
Vacancy 96
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Committee on Mission and Outreach (CMO)
Co-Chairs: TE April Cranford, Covenant Pastor, Westminster Church
RE Dave Thalman, Winchester First Church

Class 0f 2028:  RE Frances Craig, Covenant Church
RE Jim Carpenter, Augusta Stone Church
TE Karen Greenawalt, Gerrardstown Church
Vacancy

Committee on New Congregational Development (CCND)
Chair: TE Gary Cecil

Class 0f 2026: 2 vacancies
Class 0f 2027:  Vacancy

Class 0f 2028:  TE David Howard, Strasburg Church
2 Vacancies

Committee on Preparation for Ministry (CPM)
Co-Chairs: TE Tom Forbes, Covenant Pastor, Bunker Hill Church
TE Brittney Lane, Woodstock Church

Class 0f 2026:  TE Erin Skinner, Member-at-Large

Class 0f 2028:  TE Samantha Coggins, Covenant Pastor, Waynesboro First Church
RE Mary Dugan, Lexington Church
Vacancy

Committee on Presbytery Administration (CPA)
Chair: RE Eric Hulett, Tuscarora Church

Class 0f 2026: 2 vacancies

Class 0f 2028:  RE Faye Bottenfield, Covenant Church
RE Tom Van Meter, Nineveh Church
2 Vacancies

Moderator of Shenandoah Presbytery
2026 Vice-Moderator/2027 Moderator: TE Kate Rascoe, Transitional Pastor, Bridgewater Church

Synod Jubilee Fund Committee
Class 0f 2028:  TE Tracie Martin, Parish Associate, Opequon Church

227" General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) Commissioners:
Principal Ruling Elder Commissioners: RE Mark Facknitz, Trinity Church
RE Joe Crockett, Bridgewater Church

Alternate Ruling Elder Commissioner: RE Denise Rouse, Slanesville Church

Principal Teaching Elder Commissioners: TE Samantha Coggins, Covenant Pastor, Waynesboro First Church
TE Rob Vaughan, Romney Church

Alternate Teaching Elder Commissioners: TE Jeff Binder, Transitional Pastor, Staunton First Church
TE Brint Pratt Keyes, Transitional Pastor, Tinkling Spring Church

There were no nominations from the floor.
EDUCATIONAL TIME
Youth of the Presbytery led us in our educational time by talking about not only their own experiences in youth faith

formation and retreats, but also talking about youth opportunities at the Presbytery, Synod and Denominational
levels. We give thanks for these young leaders and their witness and enthusiasm.
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COMMITTEE ON MISSION AND OUTREACH

Teaching Elder April Cranford, Co-Chair, referenced their written report on pages 110-111. TE Cranford reported
on the most recent Presbytery mission trip to North Carolina for hurricane recovery, about the Cents-ability
Program, and the mission trip to Summerlee, West Virginia. More information about the Hunger Program can be
found at https://shenpres.org/cents-ability/

The Committee has revised the Mission Grant Policy and Application. To access an application, go to
https://shenpres.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/81/2025/10/CMO-Grant-Application-08-11-25.pdf

COMMITTEE ON PRESBYTERY ADMINISTRATION
Ruling Elder Eric Hulett, Chair, referenced their written report on pages 116-121.
The following recommendation was approved:
That Presbytery approve the 2026 Budget as found on pages 120-121.
LUNCH
The Body enjoyed a wonderful meal provided by members of Covenant Church.
INTERCESSORY PRAYER

Teaching Elder Brint Pratt Keyes led the Body in prayer remembering the many persons and causes that members of
Shenandoah Presbytery had called to our attention in written concerns during the morning.

SHENANDOAH PRESBYTERY CORPORATION

At 1:38 p.m. the Body recessed as the Presbytery of Shenandoah and convened as the Shenandoah Presbytery
Corporation. Rev. Tommy Carrico opened the annual meeting with prayer and President Kenneth Miller
summarized the workings of the Corporation during the prior year.

Linnea Harris, Treasurer, reviewed the following financial information:

Total assets of the Corporation on June 30, 2025 totaled $16,878,120, up from $16,446,971 on June 30, 2024. A
total of $169,510 continues as non-income-producing real estate, unchanged from last year. For this fiscal year,
interest and dividend income on investments before expenses totaled $377,287 compared to $359,656 in the
previous fiscal year. Net realized and unrealized gain on marketable securities totaled $1,352,530 compared to a
$2,084,272 gain in the previous fiscal year. Investment expenses were $ 83,319 compared to $80,430 last year. The
overall investment portfolio (including cash and marketable securities) experienced a net investment income of
$1,646,498.

The following were elected to the Class of 2028: Alan Garrison, Rev. Evan Smith, Cynthia Hoover, Jacqueline
May, and Kenneth Miller.

With there being no questions from the floor, Rev. Tommy Carrico closed the meeting in prayer at 1:50 p.m.
and the Body reconvened as the Presbytery of Shenandoah.

COMMITTEE ON CHURCH VITALITY AND TRANSFORMATION
Teaching Elder Jaci Smith Patman, Chair, reported the Committee has been brainstorming how to come along side

the congregations of Presbytery to offer help. Thoughts and ideas for assistance can be found on pages 114-115 as
well as https://shenpres.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/81/2025/11/Church-Vitality-Starter-Conversation.pdf
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COORDINATING AND PLANNING COMMISSION
Ruling Elder William North, Chair, referenced the written report on page 122.
The following recommendation was approved:
That Presbytery approve the following to serve on the Committee on Nominations:
TE Ann Held and TE David Witt to serve as Co-Chairs for 2026

Class of 2028 — TE Ann Pettit, Chaplain, Sunnyside Retirement Community

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 2:05 p.m. with prayer by the Moderator. The Presbytery will meet on Saturday, February
28,2026, beginning at 9:30 a.m., via Zoom.

Debra Fitzgerald O’Connell, Moderator

John C. Peterson, III, Stated Clerk Pro Tem

Kim Stroupe, Recording Clerk
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9:30 a.m.

9:35 a.m.

9:50 a.m.

10:35 a.m.

10:50 a.m.

11:00 a.m.

11:10 a.m.

11:25 a.m.
11:35 a.m.
12:10 p.m.
12:25 p.m.

12:30 p.m.

1:30 p.m.

1:35 p.m.

1:55 p.m.

2:00 p.m.

2:15 p.m.

2:20 p.m.

Ruling Elder Debra Fitzgerald O’Connell of Tinkling Spring Church serves as the
Presbytery Moderator for 2025

DOCKET
Call to Order & Prayer

Determining a Quorum

Procedural Rules

Welcome by Host Church — TE John Peterson

Introduction of Guests and Seating of Corresponding Members
Appointment of Assistant Clerks

Adoption of the Docket

Report of the Stated Clerk — TE John Peterson
Report of the Associate General Presbyter — TE Nancy Meehan Yao

Worship E .’il?ﬂ' E
e P

et

QR code for online giving to Presbytery Hunger Fund
administered by the Committee on Mission and Outreach

Committee on Ministry — TE Patrick Pettit
Introduction of Rev. J. Douglas Sterrett, Honorably Retired

Committee on Preparation for Ministry — TE Brittney Lane
Introduction of Candidate Rebecca Lister

Keenan Rodgers, Church Consultant, Board of Pensions

Lauren Rogers, Associate Director, Funds Development Office, PCUSA
Special Offerings Review

Committee on Nominations — TE David Witt

Youth Ministry Educational Time

Committee on Mission and Outreach — TE April Cranford
Instructions for lunch and prayer — TE Rachel Watson
Lunch

Intercessory Prayers

Shenandoah Presbytery Corporation — Kenneth Miller, President
Treasurer’s Report — Linnea Harris

Committee on Church Vitality & Transformation — TE Jaci Smith Patman
Committee on Presbytery Administration — RE Eric Hulett

2025 Per Capita Giving Report

2026 Proposed Budget

Coordinating & Planning Commission — RE Bill North
Nominations for members to the Committee on Nominations

Anticipated Adjournment
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4.2.1.

PRESBYTERY MANUAL REVISIONS
All approved unanimously

Purpose: To come alongside sessions and congregations who desire to enter a season of
discernment regarding vitality, transformation, and spiritual growth, particularly as a component
of a strategy to seek a refreshed vision for their congregation as it seeks to engage in the world
around them.

42.1.1. Membership:
Chair, Vice-Chair, Ten Members-at-Large

42.1.2. Responsibilities:

A. Develop and maintain a roster of committee members and consultants who are
equipped to come alongside congregations in the work of discernment and
implementation around vitality and transformation.

B. Develop and maintain appropriate resources that will support (a) sessions and
consultants in discerning whether a vitality and transformation endeavor is
appropriate for a given congregation, as well as (b) congregations as they
proceed to chart a course and implement their vision.

C. Develop and maintain an onramp for sessions (in congregations that are not in
pastoral transition), to seek CCVT’s assistance around vitality, transformation
and redevelopment.

D. Develop and maintain procedures and guidelines for the use of funds available
to and through CCVT. This work shall entail guidance concerning ratios of
investment in the effort to be undertaken by (a) the Presbytery through the
CCVT and (b) the congregation in question.
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4.2.3.

E. Develop and administer Presbytery-wide communication related to
congregational vitality, transformation, and redevelopment.

F. Encourage and facilitate conversations between the Corporation and
congregations, not released from the property clause, who wish to consider
buying, selling, or encumbering property as a part of their plan for this work,
whether such a plan is or is not part of a capital fund campaign. In partnership
with the Corporation, provide for an explanation of what will be required by the
Book of Order and the Presbytery as they pursue changes in property
holdings/status.

Committee on Mission and Outreach (CMO)

Purpose: Coordinate and oversee local, national, and international mission work through
congregations and this committee mission—eommunitiess CMO will provide information,
resources, encouragement and support.

4.23.1.

4.23.2.

4.2.33.

4.2.34.

Membership:
Chair, vice-chair (or co-chairs) and ten members-at-large to include representatives-of

aﬂ—msaeﬂ—eemmumres—fﬂpesmb}%memdes—persons interested in encouraging and

supporting local and international mission activity among the Presbytery’s
congregations and programs. mission-communities.

Responsibilities:
A. Assist congregations and—mission—communities to develop local mission

programs, sharing ways to tell and show the Good News of Jesus Christ in host
communities.

B. Encourage focused short-term mission programs at regional, national, and
international locations, such as the Summerlee and Baja mission trips.

C. Foster long-term partnerships such as the Ethiopia Partnership. and—tiving
Watersfor-the- Werld.

D. Develop and maintain support for denominational mission ee-workers, anéd
including ecumenical and advocacy relationships.

E. Encourage and facilitate the creation of new mission communities around
common missional interests.

Accountabilit
Facilitate a process for churches and-mission-communities to evaluate and report on

their mission activities, realizing that beth congregations and CMO are accountable to
the Presbytery.
A. Oversee and administer the mission-related funds of the Presbytery.

B.  Receive and share reports from any local and Presbytery-wide mission
endeavors.

C.  Set criteria for the use of designated mission funds by congregations and CMO
such as the Moffett Fund for domestic mission, and the Bernice Hiett and

Ramsey funds for mtematlonal mission. sueh—as—th%l?camsey—lluﬂd—and—the

D. Serve as the conscience of the Presbytery by encouraging advocacy efforts en
behalf in support of poverty alleviation, justice and compassion.

Communications
Inform, educate and communicate with congregations and—mission—eommunities
regarding mission opportunities.
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4.2.35.

Use Presbytery forums, workshops, the website, and electronic messages to
disseminate information and to educate members about successful mission work.

B. Identify and promote opportunities for short-term mission in the Presbytery and
beyond.

C. Inform and advise congregations and—mission—ecommunities—ef about
denominational mission opportunities.

D. Conduct mission-oriented workshops and mission fairs regularly to provide
training in best practices.

E. Use mission reports as-a—way to encourage congregations to engage in similar
work in their own context.

Support

Provide support for congregations and—mission—eommunities who participate in,
develop, and implement local, national, and international mission.

A.

B.

F.
* See the resource Seven Standards of Excellence in Short-term Mission on the
Presbytery website.

Call for congregations to pray for and encourage each other in their mission
work.

Serve as a resource for guest speakers about good mission practice* with local
congregations and for Presbytery events.

Provide mission resource materials for congregations. and-mission-communities.
Identify models of good mission practice* within-thepresbytery and connect
others others who are interested in similar missions.

Young—Adult—Velunteers—and—for—all—mission—eo-workers:  Encourage
congregations to recruit, support, and pray for PC(USA) Young Adult
Volunteers.




4.2.7.

Committee on Preparation for Ministry (CPM)
Purpose: As a commission of Shenandoah Presbytery, the CPM guides and nurtures inquirers and
candidates and oversees the process of preparation for ministry or certification as a Christian
educator (G-3.0307), elects readers to evaluate the ordination examinations approved by the
General Assembly (G-3.0302b), and, with the Committee on Ministry, approves the first calls for
and examines candidates for ordination as ministers of the Word and Sacrament (G-2.0702).
4.2.7.1. Membership:

Chair, Vice-Chair or Co-Chair, Seven Members-at-Large
4.2.7.2. Responsibilities:

A.

B.

T Q

ol I

<

Provide an orientation and training of the CPM’s work for CPM members and
church sessions.

Develop and approve policies and procedures for relationships with inquirers
and candidates and criteria by which to measure individuals’ development for
ordered ministry.

Provide liaisons and support throughout the process for those seeking
certification as a Christian Educator as well as aid for the Education
Certification Reference Group.

Receive reports or recommendations regarding each person considered for
inquiry, candidacy, certification of readiness to be examined for ordination, and
approval to negotiate for service in a ministry that would require ordination as a
minister of the Word and Sacrament.

Maintain a roll of inquirers and candidates (G-2.0609), and report actions related
to this roll to the Office of the General Assembly through the online preparation
for ministry management system. Approve enrolling, transferring, and removing
inquirers and candidates and report to the Presbytery.

Provide for the election of standard ordination exam readers as requested by the
Presbyteries’ Cooperative Committee on Examinations for Candidates (PCC)
through Mid Council Ministries of the Office of the General Assembly (G
3.0302b) and report their names and terms of service through the online
preparation for ministry management system.

Require a background check for inquirers advancing to candidacy.

Determine the records management system and the records maintenance and
retention policies.

Decide whether to enroll an inquirer.

Decide whether to transition an inquirer to candidacy.

Approve inquirers and candidates to take the standard ordination exams.
Approve alternate means of taking the standard ordination exams for good and
sufficient reasons.

Assess candidates for readiness to be examined for ordination and/or negotiate
for service.

Grant waivers to constitutional standards (G-2.0610) or CPM requirements of all
inquirers and candidates as “accommodations to the particular circumstances” of
an inquirer or candidate.

For any candidate, including those under our care, who receive a first call within
Shenandoah Presbytery, the CPM and COM will establish a temporary joint
commission to examine the candidate for ordination and installation.

Establish a temporary commission to conduct an ordination and/or installation
service.

Oversee and administer Presbytery funds related to Inquirers and Candidates.
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COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY

ACTIONS TAKEN:
A. COM recommends a 2.5% cost of living adjustment for all pastoral relationships.
B. Concurred with the Committee on Preparation for Ministry in sustaining Rebecca Lister’s examination for

ordination and that she becomes a member of Shenandoah Presbytery upon her ordination.

C. Concurred with the Committee on Preparation for Ministry to ask Carlisle Presbytery to ordain Rebecca
Lister on behalf of Shenandoah Presbytery.

D. Approved the following terms of call between Cooks Creek Church and Rebecca Lister effective May 24,

2026:

Annual Cash Salary $45,440
Personally Owned Housing 24,000
Automobile Expense 1,200
Books and Subscriptions 500
Other 800
Continuing Education 1,000
Major Medical (member+children) 22,102
Pension and Disability 6,944
SECA 5,312

Moving expenses to the field as negotiated.

Four weeks annual paid vacation, including four Sundays.

Two weeks annual study leave with pay, including two Sundays. Funds and leave time may be
accumulated up to and including three years with agreement of the Session.

Minimum of twelve weeks paid family medical leave per Book of Order G-2.0804.

In the event of your total disability or death, your beneficiary shall receive the current housing allowance
for six months and will receive a sum equivalent to your salary for three months.

A sabbatical at the end of six years as outlined in the Shenandoah Presbytery Sabbatical Policy. The church
shall budget from the first year of service, money that can be accrued for the use of the session in meeting
any additional expenses required to provide alternative leadership for the church during the Sabbatical.

The annual amount will be (minimum $500) $500

E. Sustained the examination of Rev. John Douglas (Doug) Sterrett, III, Honorably Retired, (Salem
Presbytery) and enrolled him as a member of Shenandoah Presbytery effective October 9, 2025.

F. COM discussed the concerns and questions that arose at the August Presbytery Meeting concerning the
volunteer designation on contracts, and the categorization of stipend versus salary. The COM will keep the
option of volunteer designation with a written explanation as found on page 107.

G. Approved a Board of Pensions Dues Assistance Program that will administer a one-time grant to eligible
congregations for the year 2026 or 2027. See pages 108-109..

H. Excused the following sessions who have requested a waiver for elder rotation in 2026: Ben Salem,
Broadway, Buffalo Gap, Clear Brook, Hedgesville, Mt. Storm, Second Opequon and Waynesboro Second.

L Approved the following churches to call congregational meetings to elect pastor nominating committees:
Massanutten (co-pastor), Mt. Horeb, and Warrenton.

J. Renewed the following contracts:
. Bridgewater and Transitional Pastor Kate Rascoe until September 14, 2026
. Mt. Carmel & Covenant Pastor Sarah Hill until October 5, 2026
. Petersburg & Covenant Pastor Fletcher Hutcheson until October 1, 2026
. Sunnyside & Temporary Pastor Charly Franks until September 30, 2026

. Warrenton & Transitional Pastor Patrick Pettit until December 31, 2026
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Approved the revised terms of call between Staunton Third Church and Teaching Elder Jacob Singleton,
increasing the cash salary by $12,000, beginning September 7, 2025.

Approved the ministry information profile from Bridgewater Church for an installed pastor.

Approve